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 1 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  This is the Zoom 

 2 video-recorded deposition of Adriane Norman.  

 3 Today's date is November 4th, 2022.  The time is 

 4 10:10 a.m. Central Standard Time.  

 5 This is the case of Mouna Apperson, 

 6 formerly known as Nicholas Apperson, v. Natasha 

 7 Kaminsky, Adriane Norman, and Rodney Brown, Case 

 8 Number 19SL-CC00805, Division 9.  This case is 

 9 pending in the Circuit Court of St. Louis County, 

10 State of Missouri.  

11 My name is Melissa King and I am 

12 representing Archway Legal Services.  

13 Counselors, will you please state your 

14 appearance?  

15 MR. KERSHMAN:  John Kershman for the 

16 plaintiff.  

17 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Michael Butterfield 

18 for defendant, Adriane Norman.

19 MS. KELLERMAN:  Teneil Kellerman for 

20 defendant, Natasha Kaminsky.  

21 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  The court reporter is 

22 Julie Stelfox with Metro Court Reporting, and she 

23 will now swear in the witness.  

24 ADRIANE NORMAN, 

25 being produced, sworn, and examined on behalf of 
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 1 the Plaintiff, deposeth and saith:  

 2 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Mr. Kershman, if I may 

 3 briefly, I'd like to make a record of the fact 

 4 that we were provided with 444 pages of purported 

 5 emails between Adriane Norman and plaintiff for 

 6 the first time minutes before plaintiff's 

 7 deposition on November 2nd of this year despite 

 8 the fact that defendant's written discovery had 

 9 requested any such purported emails years ago and 

10 the fact that they purport to be written 

11 statements made by a party concerning the 

12 litigation at issue.  

13 No emails were ever provided by 

14 plaintiff or even identified in these discovery 

15 responses.  These are clearly discoverable and 

16 they should have been produced years ago and 

17 instead were provided on a thumb drive minutes 

18 before the deposition two days ago.  

19 Given the unfair surprise and the 

20 prejudice to Miss Norman, I'm going to move to 

21 strike any and all questions and answers relating 

22 to -- regarding or even premised upon Plaintiff's 

23 Exhibit 55, those 444 pages of emails.  

24 I'm also giving notice of my intent to 

25 seek leave to depose plaintiff on those emails, 
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 1 including but not limited to when they were found 

 2 and provided to their attorney.  I just want to 

 3 make that record.  So...

 4 MR. KERSHMAN:  All right.  So any other 

 5 questions on there, we'll, you know, we'll make 

 6 that record.  You make that objection and we'll go 

 7 from there.  

 8 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Okay.  Will you give 

 9 me a continuing objection so I don't have to --

10 MR. KERSHMAN:  Yes, yes.

11 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  -- keep interrupting?  

12 MR. KERSHMAN:  Yes.

13 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  All right.  Thank you.  

14 MR. KERSHMAN:  All right.  

15 DIRECT EXAMINATION

16 BY MR. KERSHMAN:  

17 Q. Would you please state your full name 

18 for the record.

19 A. Adriane Norman.

20 Q. Adriane, my name is John Kershman.  I'm 

21 an attorney.  I represent Mouna Apperson.  Have 

22 you ever had your deposition taken before?

23 A. No.  

24 Q. All right.  So there's a court reporter, 

25 of course, here.  I know that you can't 
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 1 necessarily see them.  They're there; they're 

 2 going to make a record.  So I'd ask that you 

 3 please make sure you're answering the questions 

 4 out loud so they can hear you.  

 5 We have to agree, too, that we don't 

 6 talk over each other.  I can be bad about that at 

 7 times, so we'll have to give each other that.  I 

 8 ask the question, I let you answer, and we don't 

 9 talk over each other.  

10 If I ask you a question you don't 

11 understand, that you'll please ask me to repeat it 

12 or rephrase it.  If you answer my question, we're 

13 all going to presume you understood that question.  

14 Is that fair?

15 A. Yes.

16 Q. And also you can take a break any time 

17 you want, at any point, if that's something you 

18 need to do, all right?

19 A. Okay.

20 Q. Okay.  What is your date of birth?

21 A. November 18th, 1989.

22 Q. And where do you presently live?

23 A. Orlando, Florida.

24 Q. And how long have you lived there?

25 A. Um, I'm sorry, um, I -- I lived here and 
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 1 then I moved away and then I lived here again, so 

 2 that's why I am struggling, but I originally lived 

 3 here since I was 16.  Then I lived in St. Louis 

 4 for four years and then I moved back, so like 

 5 around 12 years total, I guess.  

 6 Q. How long have you been where you are 

 7 right now?  I wasn't following you completely.  

 8 Without the back and forth.  Just how long have 

 9 you been where -- in the house that you're in 

10 right now?  

11 A. Hm -- oh, okay.  About two years.

12 Q. All right.  Do you own that property or 

13 rent?

14 A. I own it.

15 Q. All right.  And you mentioned you used 

16 to live in St. Louis, correct?

17 A. Right.

18 Q. What brought you to Florida?

19 A. Do you mean like originally or, um...

20 Q. Right now.  What brought you to where 

21 you are right now?  Why did you move there?

22 A. Like my mom.  I moved to Florida because 

23 to be next to my mom and my stepdad.

24 Q. All right.  Are you currently employed?

25 A. Yes.
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 1 Q. And where do you work?

 2 A. I work at Wal-Mart Specialty Pharmacy.

 3 Q. And what is it that you do there?

 4 A. I am a pharmacist.

 5 Q. How long have you been a pharmacist?

 6 A. Since -- well, I graduated school in May 

 7 of 2018.  I got my license I think around January 

 8 2019.

 9 Q. Where did you go to school?

10 A. St. Louis College of Pharmacy.

11 Q. Where did you go to undergraduate 

12 school?

13 A. University of Central Florida.

14 Q. Miss Norman, how do you know the 

15 plaintiff?

16 A. I dated him.

17 Q. When did you first meet them?  

18 A. I met them in -- around -- I think 

19 around April -- I'm not exactly sure.  I don't 

20 want to guess, but I believe I met them around 

21 April of 2016.

22 Q. And when did you -- I mean, you were in 

23 a romantic relationship with them, is that 

24 correct?

25 A. Right.
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 1 Q. And when did that relationship begin?

 2 A. Around April of 2016.

 3 Q. And how would you describe your feelings 

 4 towards Mouna while you were in the relationship?  

 5 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Just object.  I think 

 6 it's a little overbroad, but go ahead.  

 7 A. Okay.  I had a lot of different 

 8 feelings, depending on the time of the 

 9 relationship, but I guess -- I guess at one -- at 

10 some point I would say that I thought that I loved 

11 -- well, at that time Nick was the name.  I don't 

12 know if I'm supposed to refer -- because when I 

13 dated them, they were Nick.  (Inaudible.)

14 Q. All right.  That's fair.  

15 A. So now we call him Mouna.

16 Q. Sorry to talk over.  That's fair.  If at 

17 any point you reference Nick, we'll know that 

18 that's Mouna that you're referring to, agreed?

19 A. Okay.

20 Q. All right.  And how long was your 

21 romantic relationship with Mouna Apperson?  

22 A. It was roughly a year in length.

23 Q. Can you tell me when that relationship 

24 ended?

25 A. I believe roughly around March of 2017.



 12

 1 Q. Would you describe your relationship as 

 2 consistent or did the two of you take breaks?

 3 A. I would say it was breaks.  There were 

 4 some off and on between dating and not dating.

 5 Q. Do you recall why your relationship with 

 6 Mouna Apperson ultimately ended?

 7 A. There -- I guess this is a yes or no.  

 8 Yes.

 9 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Could you repeat the 

10 question perhaps, John?  Sorry.  

11 Q. Did she recall why her -- why your 

12 relationship with Mouna ultimately ended?  

13 A. Yes.

14 Q. Can you tell me why?

15 A. It ultimately ended when I moved out and 

16 told him that he had been abusive.

17 Q. Were you ever jealous of Mouna Apperson 

18 when they were in contact or otherwise engaged 

19 with other individuals?

20 A. Um, I guess -- sorry, just --

21 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I'll object to the 

22 form.  Go ahead.  

23 A. I guess, yes, if you -- I guess I could 

24 say yes.

25 Q. Did you ever express any concerns to 
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 1 Mouna Apperson during your relationship about them 

 2 talking to or otherwise engaging with other 

 3 individuals?

 4 A. Yes.

 5 Q. Have you engaged in any kind of sexual 

 6 conduct with Mouna Apperson?

 7 A. Yes.

 8 Q. Was that consensual?

 9 A. There was some consensual sexual contact 

10 and there was some that I did not consent to.

11 Q. When you and Mouna Apperson engaged in 

12 sexual conduct, were you ever incapacitated?

13 A. I was not.

14 Q. Were you capable of giving consent?

15 A. I actually at one point specifically 

16 told him that I could not consent.

17 Q. You say there was a -- one time that you 

18 said that?

19 A. I actually pleaded with him multiple 

20 times, telling him that, due to the pressure he 

21 was putting on me, I could not consent, and I 

22 asked him not to.

23 Q. You say "multiple times."  

24 A. Yes.

25 Q. How many times are you referring to?
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 1 A. I don't remember exactly because it was 

 2 a -- it was a period of time and I don't remember 

 3 how many times it happened.

 4 Q. Why had you not discontinued your 

 5 relationship with Mouna?

 6 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Are you talking about 

 7 then?  

 8 MR. KERSHMAN:  Yes.  

 9 A. I -- I didn't discontinue the 

10 relationship because I wanted to be with him.

11 Q. Did Mouna Apperson ever physically force 

12 you to engage in sexual conduct with him?

13 A. Can you repeat that question?

14 Q. Did Mouna Apperson ever physically force 

15 you to engage in sexual conduct with him?

16 A. He didn't ask.  He just -- I guess I 

17 don't know.  I didn't fight it, but he didn't -- I 

18 don't -- I don't -- I'm not sure on that.

19 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Could you rephrase the 

20 question, or do you need him to rephrase the 

21 question?  

22 A. He -- physically force, I -- he did it 

23 and I didn't -- I guess I was not completely 

24 restrained, so I don't know.

25 Q. Maybe we can break that down a little 
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 1 more.  So if I understood, the answer was you 

 2 believe that you were physically forced but you 

 3 weren't restrained?  Was that the answer?  

 4 And I apologize, I'm not trying to trick 

 5 you or be rude.  I just want to make sure that we 

 6 are able to get your whole story, that I'm able to 

 7 know what you're going to tell the jury.  

 8 A.  Did -- so the question that you're 

 9 asking me is did he ever physically force -- force 

10 himself on me, right?

11 Q. That's correct.  

12 A. Is that the question?

13 Q. That is the question.  

14 A. I guess I wasn't choked or anything, if 

15 like that's what you're asking.  Like I wasn't 

16 incapacitated.  So I don't know.  I don't know how 

17 to answer that, but I'm having difficulty with the 

18 question.  

19 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I think there's a 

20 disconnect between what is actually meant by 

21 "physically forced."  If you want to maybe ask it 

22 in a different way or break it down a little bit 

23 more.

24 MR. KERSHMAN:  No, maybe later.  We can 

25 move on for now.  



 16

 1 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Well, I'll object to 

 2 the form then.

 3 MR. KERSHMAN:  All right.  

 4 Q. Moving along, let's take a look at some 

 5 exhibits.  Have you ever told Mouna Apperson that 

 6 you wanted to engage in sexual activities with 

 7 them?

 8 A. Yes.

 9 Q. Okay.  Let's take a look at Exhibit 52.  

10 Here -- there's a lot of pages here of texts, 

11 okay?  We've got several thousands, so we'll have 

12 to --

13 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  How many pages?  

14 MR. KERSHMAN:  There's several thousand 

15 of them.  I'm not going to -- obviously not going 

16 to go through all of them, but, um -- 

17 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Well, I just don't 

18 recall seeing several thousands of pages of text 

19 messages being produced in discovery.  That's why 

20 I'm asking.

21 MR. KERSHMAN:  I don't have any other -- 

22 any knowledge that they weren't produced, but we 

23 can -- we'll talk about that later.  My -- 

24 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Yeah, I don't want to 

25 interrupt you, I'm sorry.  Go ahead.
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 1 MR. KERSHMAN:  Yeah.  My understanding 

 2 was these -- this was -- these were produced by 

 3 prior counsel.  

 4 Q. So you did -- did you and Mouna text one 

 5 another?  Yes?  

 6 A. Yes.

 7 Q. Okay.  And so you're aware, too, I don't 

 8 have any photographs in here.  I don't have any 

 9 actual recordings.  It's just purely line by line.  

10 A. Okay.

11 Q. So let's go to page 23.  It's going to 

12 be page 23.  The date on there is 4/25 of '16.  

13 It's going to be at -- the time would be 10:45:26.  

14 It's pretty hard to see that.  I don't know what 

15 it's like on your end.  

16 MR. KERSHMAN:  Are you able to locate 

17 that?  

18 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  I'm not sure what she 

19 -- oh, I see.  Page 23?  I have nine pages for 

20 this particular exhibit.  Do you know which one 

21 it's on?

22 MR. KERSHMAN:  The text, Exhibit 52 with 

23 the text.  

24 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  (Inaudible.)  23.  I 

25 apologize.  
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 1 THE REPORTER:  Can you understand 

 2 everything she's saying?  

 3 MR. KERSHMAN:  She was just saying that 

 4 she had to get the correct exhibit.  That's all.  

 5 Being the -- yeah.  

 6 Q. Are we able to see that?  I'll apologize 

 7 because I'm -- besides that my eyesight is 

 8 terrible, it's pretty -- pretty rough to see, but 

 9 do you -- have you been able to identify the text 

10 from 4/25 of '16 at 10:45:26?

11 A. Yes.

12 Q. And there Mouna texted you, right, where 

13 they says, "I really like that you look at things 

14 like this critically with an open mind.  I 

15 certainly feel that the sex we have is healthy"?   

16 You see that, right?

17 A. I do.

18 Q. And what is your response after that?  

19 Can you read that, please?

20 A. It says, "Yeah, I think the more 

21 assertive I am in telling you what I want/like and 

22 the more receptive you are, the better it is.  Our 

23 sex is good stuff."

24 Q. Let's go on to page 29, and so we're on 

25 page 29 because I'm going to -- I don't have the 
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 1 exact time right in front of me.  I've got to find 

 2 it, but it starts with "Also I appreciate you 

 3 making a special effort."  I don't know if it's 

 4 easy to find on there.  It's at 18:58:48.

 5 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Got it.  

 6 Q. Do you see that?

 7 A. Uh-huh.

 8 Q. Can you please read that?

 9 A. Yes.  It says, "Also I appreciate you 

10 making a special effort to focus on pleasing me 

11 last night.  I enjoyed hearing your personal 

12 stories this morning.  I like having more 

13 background information on how you came to be the 

14 wonderful person you are."

15 MR. KERSHMAN:  Do all of you hear any 

16 kind of feedback or background noise?  Off the 

17 record a second.  

18 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Yeah, just a little 

19 bit.  

20 MR. KERSHMAN:  Okay.  

21 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Are you saying you 

22 want me to go off the record?  

23 MR. KERSHMAN:  Yeah, just for a moment.  

24 I just was asking if anybody else noticed the 

25 background noises.  I just wanted to make sure it 
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 1 just wasn't me.

 2 MS. KELLERMAN:  I can hear it a little 

 3 bit.  I don't think I -- I was muted, so I don't 

 4 think it's coming from my space.

 5 MR. KERSHMAN:  All right.  All right.  

 6 As long as it's not interfering, if everybody can 

 7 hear otherwise, okay, right?  

 8 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Hey, Adriane, can you 

 9 hear all right?  

10 THE WITNESS:  I can -- I can hear okay.  

11 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Okay.  

12 Q. All right.  We're going to keep going 

13 here on this Exhibit 52, page 36.  It's going to 

14 be a May 7 of 2016 at the time of 11:55:22.  Do 

15 you see that?  It starts with "I want to see."

16 A. I see it -- are you talking to me?

17 Q. Yes, I am.  

18 A. I don't see where it says, "I want to 

19 see."

20 Q. 11:55:22, let's see if I can find it.  

21 Let's go on to page 92 through 93.  

22 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  What was that, John?  

23 MR. KERSHMAN:  92.  We're going to look 

24 at 92 and 93.  

25 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Thanks.  
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 1 Q. Adriane, in the meantime I'm going to 

 2 ask you, you do recognize these as being a fair 

 3 and accurate representation of the text messages 

 4 between you and Mouna Apperson, the ones that 

 5 you've seen so far?

 6 A. Yes, the ones that I've seen so far do 

 7 look accurate.

 8 Q. All right.  So we're at 92, 93 at 23:55.  

 9 It would be June 5th.  

10 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Are you asking me to 

11 pull up a specific time?  

12 MR. KERSHMAN:  Yeah, let's go to June 

13 5th at 23:55.  

14 THE WITNESS:  Has someone asked a 

15 question?  I didn't hear anything.  

16 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I don't think so.  

17 THE WITNESS:  Okay.  

18 MR. KERSHMAN:  All right.  We're going 

19 to need to take a break.  I don't know why I don't 

20 have anything syncing up at the moment.  

21 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  We are going off the 

22 record.  The time is 10:39 a.m. Central Standard 

23 Time.  

24 (Temporary recess was held.)

25 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  All right.  Are we 
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 1 ready to jump back on?  

 2 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I am if everyone else 

 3 is.

 4 MR. KERSHMAN:  Yeah, I guess give me 

 5 just one second.  

 6 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Okay.  

 7 MR. KERSHMAN:  All right.  Sorry, 

 8 everybody, I'm ready to go back.  

 9 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  (Inaudible.)  

10 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  All right.  Stand by.

11 We are back on the record.  The time is 

12 10:52 a.m. Central Standard Time.

13 Q. All right.  We were talking about these 

14 text messages, and there was quite a few in here 

15 that are you-all having intimate conversations.  

16 I'll -- I'm going to point one out to 

17 you now.  I'm not going to ask you to read it but 

18 you can look at it, and it's going to be page 249, 

19 9- -- September 7th of '16.  It's going to be at 

20 9:59:13.  

21 I'm going to have you -- do you see 

22 those, Adriane?

23 A. I see it, yes.

24 Q. Yeah, it's, up there, it starts with the 

25 "I feel the need to validate us sexually," right?
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 1 A. Mm-hmm.

 2 Q. Okay.  And is it fair to say you-all had 

 3 quite a few of these types of text messages back 

 4 and forth?

 5 A. I guess so. 

 6 Q. Are those -- is that, what you're 

 7 looking at, that string there, is that a -- does 

 8 that look like a fair and accurate representation 

 9 of the text messages you exchanged with Mouna?

10 A. So, yes, this is a text -- this is an 

11 example of a text message that does look accurate.  

12 If I'm being asked does this represent all of our 

13 communication, I would say no.

14 Q. No, I'm asking you if this -- what this 

15 is right here is with respect to just text 

16 messages.  If that's, what you are seeing, if 

17 that's a fair and accurate representation?

18 A. Yes, this -- this text is accurate and 

19 fair.

20 Q. All right.  Have you ever told Mouna 

21 Apperson that you wanted to marry them?

22 A. Yeah, I think so.  I'm not -- I don't 

23 remember one hundred percent, but I definitely 

24 could have.

25 Q. And have you ever told Mouna Apperson 
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 1 that you wanted to have children with them?

 2 A. I think -- I think so.

 3 Q. During the course of your relationship 

 4 did you ever accuse Mouna Apperson directly of any 

 5 sexual misconduct?

 6 A. Can I have clarity on that question or 

 7 something more specific?

 8 Q. Did you -- you had discussed earlier 

 9 that you can identify what you thought were times 

10 when there wasn't consent on your part.  

11 So while you were in your relationship 

12 with Mouna Apperson, did you ever accuse them 

13 directly, in other words, talking to them directly 

14 or on the phone or through text, accuse them of 

15 sexual misconduct directed towards you?

16 A. I guess to answer if it's directly 

17 explicitly while I was in the relationship, if I 

18 ever said a -- "You're raping me or you're 

19 sexually assaulting me," the answer to that is no.

20 Q. When did you accuse Mouna Apperson of 

21 the sexual misconduct?

22 A. It was, what I remember, it was after I 

23 moved out of Radix House. 

24 Q. And after your relationship, of course, 

25 right?  



 25

 1 A. Right.

 2 Q. Do you recall about how long afterward?

 3 A. I believe so.  I believe it was the 

 4 morning -- I moved out in the evening and then it 

 5 was, I believe, it was the morning after I moved 

 6 out that I told him.

 7 Q. How did you do that?  Was it in writing?  

 8 Was it email?  Was it text?

 9 A. I believe it was writing.  I don't 

10 remember if it was text, but I think it probably 

11 was text.

12 Q. Do you have records of those 

13 accusations?

14 A. I do not.

15 Q. You don't have the ability to get any of 

16 the text messages that you had between yourself 

17 and Mouna Apperson?

18 A. Unfortunately, I don't.

19 Q. Can you tell me why?

20 A. I do not have the phone that I had at 

21 that time.

22 Q. Do you have the same phone service?

23 A. I do not.

24 Q. And what phone service did you have at 

25 that time?
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 1 A. I believe I had AT&T.

 2 Q. And it didn't seem like you were 

 3 completely sure whether it was text.  Is it 

 4 possible it could have been by email?

 5 A. It's possible.

 6 Q. So discussing the end of your 

 7 relationship, did Mouna break up with you on May 

 8 22nd of 2016?

 9 A. I would say no.

10 Q. No, that -- okay.  So no to the date, no 

11 to Mouna breaking up with you?

12 A. I would say no to breaking up with me.

13 Q. All right.  Why don't you tell me what 

14 your understanding was concerning the end of your 

15 relationship with Mouna?

16 A. So, I mean, it was an on again/off again 

17 kind of relationship, but it was deteriorating 

18 towards the end.  I remember that I had asked to 

19 see other people because I was feeling trapped, 

20 and then Nick had said he didn't think that there 

21 was going to be a long-term with us.

22 Q. There was -- I'm sorry, I didn't hear 

23 that.  There's going to be what with us?

24 A. A long-term, like a long-term future, 

25 like marriage, kids, things like that, but he was 
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 1 telling me, "Oh, but, you know, don't -- like I 

 2 still want you to be here.  You know, I still want 

 3 to be with you, but it's just not long-term," 

 4 which it does sound like a breakup, but he was 

 5 telling me to stay still.  

 6 And then eventually I started feeling 

 7 that I had been abused and that I had been gaslit 

 8 and I moved out, and then the next day I told him 

 9 about it.

10 Q. And you told him about it.  Did you say 

11 you told him about it the next day?  I'm sorry, I 

12 couldn't hear you particularly well.  

13 A. Sorry.  Yes, I did say the next day 

14 after I moved out.

15 Q. Can you describe for me what you mean by 

16 did you say gaslit?

17 A. I did say that.

18 Q. What do you mean by that?

19 A. So by gaslit, I mean that he had, over 

20 time, undermined me and my thought process and my 

21 -- things that I would say or believe in and make 

22 me unsure of basically if I could trust what I 

23 thought because, with his reality, he was telling 

24 me something else, and so made me almost -- made 

25 me think like maybe I'm crazy.
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 1 Q. Do you -- did he -- did Mouna do that 

 2 with other people or just with you, about you?

 3 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Objection.  Calls for 

 4 speculation.  Go ahead.  

 5 A. I just want to understand the question.  

 6 Can you -- you're saying did he do that, are you 

 7 asking me if he -- 

 8 Q. The --

 9 A. Sorry.  Go ahead.

10 Q. The description you were giving of how 

11 he gaslit you, was that just to you personally or 

12 in front of other people or both?

13 A. So you're asking if he gaslit me in 

14 front of other people or if he only did it in -- 

15 to me in front of me?

16 Q. That is correct.  

17 A. A lot of the times we hung out was 

18 private, just the two of us, so we really didn't 

19 hang out with other people very often.  So I don't 

20 -- I don't remember if he did that in front of 

21 other people.

22 Q. And could you give me an example of 

23 something that they would do that would fall into 

24 the category of being gaslit that you described?

25 A. So, for example, if I told them, you 
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 1 know, I didn't like some way that they talked to 

 2 me or treated me, one thing that -- I mean, it was 

 3 -- would just kind of confuse me.  

 4 Like he would say something like, "Well, 

 5 you know, that's not fair.  I'm not even a man," 

 6 and then I would feel bad and I would say, "You're 

 7 right, I'm sorry."  Like, you know, and he would 

 8 get me to apologize because he would just -- he 

 9 would just change things, what I was talking 

10 about.  

11 I'm sorry, I'm not really making sense, 

12 but I guess he -- he told me like I guess what -- 

13 in the end, when I was upset at him for, you know, 

14 emotionally abusing me, he said that, "Well, maybe 

15 you're just splitting."  

16 Basically -- I mean, he basically was 

17 telling me I can't trust myself or my thoughts and 

18 that I'm crazy.

19 Q. Did they use those words expressly to 

20 you?

21 A. Did he tell me?  Yes, he used the word 

22 "splitting."

23 Q. And thought that your -- gave you 

24 feedback that your views were crazy?

25 A. I don't -- I don't know that he used the 
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 1 word "crazy," but he just over time with many -- 

 2 like slowly over time with many conversations 

 3 would just tell me I'm wrong sometimes about like 

 4 little things and then bigger things and just get 

 5 me to not trust myself.

 6 Q. Did you accuse Mouna Apperson of bad 

 7 sexual behavior in response to being broken up 

 8 with?

 9 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Objection.  Form, 

10 foundation.  

11 A. I was taking a second to break down that 

12 question in my head.  So you're asking me did I 

13 accuse him of sexual misconduct because --

14 Q. No.  

15 A. Okay.  Sorry.  

16 Q. No.  Let's take a look at Exhibit 52 at 

17 page 54.  

18 A. Okay.  

19 Q. It will be May 23rd, 9:24:31.  Can you 

20 read that, please?

21 A. It says, "No, that's not why you're not 

22 asking me for that support anymore.  You're not 

23 asking me for it because you are sexually 

24 frustrated and not happy with how that affects the 

25 way you act.  



 31

 1 "And, no, you can't be in a healthy, 

 2 monogamous relationship if you can't handle 

 3 someone not wanting to sleep with you once in a 

 4 while.  You say it's about how I handled it, but 

 5 that's not the case.  It's about how you handled 

 6 it.  

 7 "Even when I checked in with you, you 

 8 found problems because you were upset in the first 

 9 place.  I've never had someone react the way you 

10 did to me not wanting to have sex.  And it was not 

11 even like I don't have a sex drive or that you 

12 were very deprived because we normally did have 

13 sex.  It was disrespectful of me, really, entitled 

14 behavior, and just rude."

15 Q. And this is a text message from you to 

16 Mouna after you broke up, is that correct?

17 A. No.  I'm sorry, wait.  That says 2016, 

18 so I think that would have been early on because 

19 we started dating in April of 2016.  So, but it 

20 was off and on.  

21 I'm sorry, what was the question?

22 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I think you answered 

23 it.  

24 THE WITNESS:  Okay.

25 Q. I'll have you take a look at 55.  
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 1 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Again, just reiterate 

 2 my objection, to which I think you agreed, that it 

 3 would be a continuing objection.

 4 Q. So on 55, look at the time of 10:53:19, 

 5 please.  

 6 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  You mean Exhibit 50 -- 

 7 I think 55 is the emails.  

 8 MR. KERSHMAN:  My bad.  I apologize.  

 9 It's Exhibit 52.  

10 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I'll make sure for the 

11 record.  

12 MR. KERSHMAN:  I think we're on the 

13 right one.  It's just the page.  

14 Q. Adriane, can you go ahead and read that 

15 message? 

16 A. Yeah.  It says, "I'm upset that you 

17 broke up with me and that it was over sex.  And 

18 I'm upset that I didn't do it first.  I wish I 

19 didn't put in any effort and didn't give a" -- can 

20 I curse on here?

21 Q. You sure can.

22 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Yeah.

23 A. Okay.  "And didn't give a shit and broke 

24 up with you right away when you first got upset 

25 about it."
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 1 Q. So does  -- from this -- is this an 

 2 accurate text from your exchanges between yourself 

 3 and Mouna Apperson?

 4 A. Yes.

 5 Q. Is this referring to a time where your 

 6 relationship ended but you might have gotten back 

 7 together or is this the end of -- end-end of the 

 8 relationship?

 9 A. So this is May of 2016, so it was 

10 actually towards the beginning of -- of things 

11 because then we dated into 2017.

12 Q. So I just want to ask you, too, for 

13 clarification on these -- on this particular text, 

14 to be clear, you're saying that Mouna Apperson was 

15 sexually frustrated?

16 A. Yes.

17 Q. Also, for clarity, you're saying that 

18 you made your lack of interest known?

19 A. When I didn't want it, yes, I did.  I 

20 mean, you can see I said, in the other texts I 

21 think that you pulled up, I even stated, you know, 

22 I didn't want sex all the time, and he was upset 

23 about it.

24 Q. But Mouna Apperson didn't force anything 

25 on you?
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 1 A. Over that -- 

 2 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Objection.  Form.  

 3 A. Over that relationship, through the 

 4 course of the relationship, yes, he did.

 5 Q. At this time that we're talking about 

 6 here, where you're all talking about Mouna being 

 7 sexually frustrated, you telling them that you 

 8 weren't interested all the time.  

 9 At that time was -- did Mouna Apperson 

10 force anything with you?

11 A. I don't -- I don't think so at that time 

12 because that was pretty early on.

13 Q. All right.  A little bit further down 

14 the same page at 11:02:17 do you see where you 

15 say, "Yeah, I wish I broke up with you first"?

16 A. Yes. 

17 Q. And then -- now, soon thereafter did you 

18 drop off Mouna Apperson's stuff in their front 

19 yard?

20 A. I don't remember.

21 Q. Is it possible that you did?

22 A. It's possible.

23 Q. Well, let's just look -- we can look at 

24 these texts.  It's the next page.  

25 A. Okay.
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 1 Q. At 11:16:23.  Do you see that?  "I'm 

 2 dropping off your sled right now.  I don't want to 

 3 hold anything of yours"?

 4 A. Yes.

 5 Q. Do you recall now that time?

 6 A. Yes, I see it.  Yes.  It looks accurate.

 7 Q. Okay.  So that was something that you 

 8 dropped off in their front yard?

 9 A. I believe so, yes.

10 Q. Do you think that you overreacted to 

11 being broken up with at that time?

12 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Object to form, 

13 foundation.  I don't think she ever said that he 

14 broke up with her.  Go ahead.  

15 Q. Well, she says it in the text, but go 

16 ahead.  

17 A. Okay.  So I guess I -- dropping off the 

18 sled, like is that the overreaction?  What else 

19 did I -- I guess, no, I don't think I did.

20 Q. All right.  So do you think it could be 

21 -- do you think it could scare someone to dump 

22 their things in their front yard?

23 A. I didn't dump it.  I dropped it off.  It 

24 was his.  I would think he would want it back.  

25 Eventually, he would have to get it 
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 1 somehow, so I brought it to his place.  So I don't 

 2 see why -- no.

 3 Q. What if it were the other way around?  

 4 What if Mouna had dropped things of yours into 

 5 your front lawn?  Would that be concerning to you?

 6 A. During the time that we were dating I 

 7 had my own property and I broke up with him and he 

 8 dropped off my stuff.  I don't think so, no.

 9 Q. It didn't -- you're saying it did not 

10 bother you to --

11 A. No, I don't -- I don't think it would.

12 Q. Give me a second.  I'm trying to see if 

13 I have a piece of an exhibit that I want you to 

14 look at.  

15 Is it fair to say you were upset at this 

16 point with this breakup?

17 A. Yes.

18 Q. Why were you upset about the breakup?

19 A. I felt -- I guess I just felt that -- I 

20 felt like he was breaking up with me because he 

21 wasn't getting enough sex and so I just felt like 

22 really hurt by that.

23 Q. It was -- was that a relationship you 

24 wanted to continue, though, if you were saying you 

25 were not interested in it?
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 1 A. I -- I didn't want to be forced to have 

 2 sex that I didn't want, but I did want to be with 

 3 Nick.

 4 Q. So you're pretty upset at Nick.  You 

 5 could see in those string of texts around where 

 6 you were talking about where the sled is in the 

 7 yard.  It's the May 23rd.  

 8 A. Mm-hmm.

 9 Q. And you could see 11:38:07 you text 

10 "Fuck you and your sexual needs"?

11 A. Oh, yeah, mm-hmm.

12 Q. Did you subsequently ask for emotional 

13 support from Mouna the next day after dropping off 

14 their sled in the front yard?

15 A. Um, I could have.  I'm guessing, since 

16 you're asking me, it's probably there in the text.  

17 So if you want to show it to me, I probably did 

18 say that since you're asking me.  I don't remember 

19 exactly, but...

20 Q. You continue to engage with Mouna 

21 Apperson after this breakup here?

22 A. I did, yes.

23 Q. But you were -- were you still angry 

24 with Mouna for breaking up with you?

25 A. I don't remember how long I was upset, 
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 1 but when -- eventually I wasn't upset with it and 

 2 got over it.

 3 Q. Do you recall being angry and expressing 

 4 it verbally in these texts after?

 5 A. Yeah, I can see here that I -- the texts 

 6 that's highlighted right now -- was upset and I 

 7 did express it.

 8 Q. Do you recall about how long you 

 9 continued to be upset at them and continued to 

10 express that to them?

11 A. I don't.

12 Q. Was it more than a month?

13 A. I wouldn't think so, but I don't 

14 remember exactly how long it was.

15 Q. Did you ever tell Mouna Apperson that 

16 you wanted to get back together?

17 A. I don't remember.  Maybe I did.  If it's 

18 there -- like I don't remember all that saying...

19 Q. Did you and Mouna Apperson ever get back 

20 together?

21 A. Yes, we did.

22 Q. When?

23 A. I don't remember the exact date, but I 

24 know that this is only May and we were dating all 

25 the way through March, so it was some point we got 
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 1 back together.

 2 Q. Did you continue to show sexual interest 

 3 in Mouna Apperson?

 4 A. I did.

 5 Q. And when again did your relationship 

 6 with Mouna Apperson ultimately end for good?

 7 A. So I think I mentioned it was -- it did 

 8 deteriorate.  It was off and on, off and on, and 

 9 deteriorated, and then I would say like the final 

10 ending point would be where I packed my things, I 

11 moved out, and then I told him he had been 

12 abusive.

13 Q. Did you tell them that you were upset 

14 that they didn't want to be with you long-term?

15 A. I did.

16 Q. Did you have any desire for Mouna -- 

17 that Mouna Apperson would suffer consequences for 

18 ending the relationship with you?

19 A. No.

20 Q. Did Mouna Apperson ask you to return the 

21 key to their home when the relationship ended?

22 A. Yes.

23 Q. Did you return the key to Mouna's home 

24 right away?

25 A. I believe I did not.
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 1 Q. Why not?

 2 A. I just, I didn't.  I don't know -- have 

 3 any -- any real reason.

 4 Q. Would you find it problematic if someone 

 5 kept a key to your home without consent?

 6 A. Yes.

 7 Q. I'm going to move ahead and ask you some 

 8 questions about accusations you made against Mouna 

 9 publicly.  So have you made any accusations of 

10 misconduct against Mouna Apperson?

11 A. To -- publicly, is that what you're 

12 asking?  If I made public accusations against --

13 Q. Yes.  

14 A. No.

15 Q. Have you made accusations of misconduct 

16 against Mouna Apperson to other people that you 

17 know?

18 A. Yes.

19 Q. Can you tell me those people that you 

20 made those accusations to?

21 A. I can.  Oh, I made the accusations to -- 

22 to -- I'm sorry I'm taking so long.  To Rodney 

23 Brown, to (inaudible).  

24 THE REPORTER:  I'm sorry?

25 Q. We just need you to speak up a little 
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 1 bit clearer, please.  

 2 A. Yes, yes.  I have -- to Laura Calding, 

 3 to Mary Bifocal, Jessie Simones, Isaiah Qualls, 

 4 Tasha Kaminsky, Jessie Sequiera, April Wright.  

 5 That's what I'm remembering right now.

 6 Q. All right.  Thank you for going through 

 7 that with us.  How all did you communicate -- 

 8 strike that.  

 9 In what manner did you communicate that 

10 to those folks that you just listed?

11 A. So verbally and as well as text.

12 Q. Any -- did you make any posts on public 

13 -- let me rephrase that.  

14 Do you recall making any posts to 

15 message boards or groups, whether it's on 

16 Facebook, Twitter, to these folks about your 

17 allegations of sexual misconduct by Mouna Apperson 

18 against you?

19 A. I did not make any posts saying Mouna 

20 Apperson sexually assaulted me or abused me.

21 Q. Have you claimed that Mouna Apperson 

22 raped you at least twice a day?

23 A. No.

24 Q. Is the claim that Mouna Apperson raped 

25 you, is that based on your perception that they 
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 1 asked you to have sex often?

 2 A. No.  I wouldn't say asking to have sex 

 3 often is rape.

 4 Q. And that's -- you're saying that that's 

 5 not the basis for your claims against Mouna?

 6 A. Correct.

 7 Q. I'm going to jump around in exhibits, 

 8 but -- on pages, but let's first start at page 22.  

 9 Go back to page 22 of the same exhibit that we 

10 were on.  

11 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Of 52?  

12 MR. KERSHMAN:  Yes.

13 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Okay.

14 Q. The message of April 25th at 10:44:03, 

15 it's near the bottom of the page on 22, and it 

16 will continue into the next page.  

17 Adriane, take your time, take a look at 

18 that, and let me know when you finish reading 

19 that.  

20 A. Okay.  I've read it.

21 Q. All right.  So you're -- you're -- there 

22 -- is it fair to say there you're describing a 

23 prior experiences prior -- experiences prior to 

24 Mouna that you had interpreted as rape?  Is that 

25 fair to say?
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 1 A. Actually, it looks like I wrote that I 

 2 did -- I didn't consider it rape.

 3 Q. And then, too, at the very last sentence 

 4 -- or the second one there you said, "However, I 

 5 don't think it's always rape," and then you say, 

 6 "and I don't think that -- I don't think the sex 

 7 with you and I have is rape," and you're saying 

 8 that about Mouna Apperson, right?

 9 A. Yes, and I would just add to that that 

10 this is April of 2016, so this is when we first 

11 started dating, and this was brought up by Nick 

12 having concerns.  He wanted me to reassure him 

13 because he had felt like he had raped people 

14 before.

15 Q. And you say that in there?  Is that 

16 contained in these -- in the text anywhere over 

17 there?

18 A. I didn't see it in the text, no.

19 Q. So finish what you're saying.  The 

20 context of -- I believe you were saying that you 

21 believe they had communicated to you that they had 

22 raped somebody before and wanted to make sure they 

23 weren't doing it to you?  I don't understand.  

24 A. So this thing here, PIV, is something 

25 that I hadn't heard of.  Nick, when I first 
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 1 started dating him, was really stressing to me 

 2 that I understand through a fundamist lens.  

 3 He wanted to make sure I understand 

 4 consent and things like that, and he brought up 

 5 the idea that -- I've never heard of PIV, which is 

 6 a term I never heard of, and he was saying like, 

 7 well, there's some fundamists that think PIV is 

 8 always rape, and so he asked me to look into it.  

 9 I did, and then I was basically telling 

10 him like, no, I don't think that PIV is always 

11 rape, and so this whole conversation was kind of 

12 brought up by Nick and his concerns that I 

13 understand sex basically and his concerns he had.

14 Q. So let me just make sure I understand 

15 you.  From -- 

16 A. Mm-hmm.

17 Q. From my point of view listening to you, 

18 it sounds as if Nick was concerned, Nick being 

19 Mouna Apperson, was concerned about your feelings 

20 and your perception and was having a conversation 

21 with you about it to ensure that their interaction 

22 with you in the relationship was inside the scope 

23 of consent by your deposition -- definition.  

24 You don't think that's fair to say?

25 A. I could see how you would interpret it 
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 1 that way, but I don't.

 2 Q. Then what are you interpreting this as?

 3 A. I think he's -- it was a step in his 

 4 process basically to basically clear himself and 

 5 basically say, "Well, look somebody said that I'm 

 6 not raping them" because he had a --

 7 Q. So is that your --

 8 A. Hm-hm, go ahead.

 9 Q. So this is your testimony here right now 

10 that Mouna had put this much thought into their 

11 process of raping you by demonstrating empathy and 

12 concern for you?  

13 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Objection.  

14 Mischaracterizes her prior testimony.  Foundation.  

15 Form.  Go ahead.  

16 A. I don't think that it came from empathy 

17 or concern.  I think it came from a guilty 

18 conscious.  I think that he had previous people 

19 complain about their experience with him, and he 

20 wanted to get somebody that he dated to basically, 

21 very early on, say, no, this is -- this isn't 

22 rape.

23 Q. Okay.  Now, just help me understand how 

24 you came to this conclusion.  What is it based on?

25 A. Nick had told me that he had haters and 
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 1 he was trying to -- working with someone to try to 

 2 handle the -- the haters that he had.

 3 Q. He told you that haters and he was 

 4 working with someone?

 5 A. He was very cryptic.  He didn't share me 

 6 -- he didn't give me details on things.  He was 

 7 very private, but he did just -- he did share that 

 8 he said he had a fan club and then he said he also 

 9 has haters, and he was working with some people to 

10 handle the haters.

11 Q. Is it fair to say that you were well 

12 aware, during your relationship with Mouna 

13 Apperson, that they generally preferred to be with 

14 more than one person at a time, right?

15 A. When I met Nick or Mouna -- Nick at the 

16 time -- they did say they're polyamorous and they 

17 said that's their identity, so it's who they are 

18 as a person.

19 Q. So you understood that about them going 

20 into this relationship, right?

21 A. I did.

22 Q. And did you expect them to change 

23 because you were in a relationship with them?

24 A. I would say Nick also was aware that I 

25 was monogamous.  I made that very clear at the 
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 1 beginning as well, and we still decided to date.  

 2 I didn't want -- and I wouldn't consider 

 3 us serious unless we weren't seeing other people, 

 4 from my perspective.

 5 Q. So at this time, with this message that 

 6 we have highlighted right there, in the 

 7 relationship that you are in with Mouna, did you 

 8 think any of your sexual relationships with them 

 9 was anything but consensual and part of the 

10 relationship that you-all had?

11 A. I -- and, again, this is very early on 

12 in the relationship, and he did treat me 

13 differently as it went on.  It didn't start out 

14 bad, but I would say that, up until this point, I 

15 didn't think it was rape, but I didn't think that 

16 we were having nonconsensual sex.

17 Q. But if I'm understanding you correctly, 

18 after you've broken up, you can look back here and 

19 then now you will say that you were experiencing 

20 being raped during your relationship with Mouna?

21 A. Yes, there were -- yes, there was rape 

22 during this relationship, yes.

23 Q. Can you give me an example?

24 A. Um, well, I can.

25 Q. Please go ahead.  
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 1 A. Um, so there was a time when Nick had 

 2 come with me to Florida, and we were driving.  I 

 3 believe Nick -- Nick was driving; I was in the 

 4 passenger seat of the car.  It was nighttime, and 

 5 he -- he pulled into a parking lot, and I really 

 6 wasn't sure what he was doing but I was -- I was 

 7 going with him, and I was a little confused but I 

 8 was trusting him, and then he's like, "Come on."

 9 He didn't tell me like what he was 

10 doing, and so I followed him from the parking lot 

11 to like a wooded area, and he started kissing me 

12 and things like that, and he got behind me, and I 

13 realized what he was going to do and I didn't want 

14 it so I said, "Stop."  

15 Then he -- he paused.  He paused.  He 

16 kissed me, and then he -- he went ahead and did 

17 it, and so -- so that -- that's what happened.

18 Q. After he kissed you and proceeded, did 

19 you reiterate, "No, I don't want to do this"?

20 A. I didn't say it again, no.

21 Q. Have you ever had a spontaneous 

22 intercourse with people that you have dated in 

23 your experience dating people and having 

24 intercourse with them?

25 A. I have.
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 1 Q. Will you classify all those times as you 

 2 being raped?

 3 A. I wouldn't.  

 4 Q. Why are you classifying this particular 

 5 example as rape?

 6 A. Because I had said stop and because I 

 7 didn't want it.  I didn't -- I didn't enjoy it.  I 

 8 didn't want it.  

 9 Q. But you made no other effort than the 

10 very first instance of it -- well, let me back up.

11 You would agree that it's not a typical 

12 place for people to have intercourse, is that fair 

13 to say?

14 A. Yes.

15 Q. Is it -- are you sensitive to having sex 

16 with anyone in any other place but a bedroom?

17 A. I mean, is it -- that's a tough 

18 question.  I would say that, if it's not in the 

19 bedroom, then -- yeah, it varies, if it's not in 

20 the bedroom, that if I would be comfortable having 

21 sex or not.

22 Q. Have there been other times that you've 

23 been in a location with other people that you 

24 weren't necessarily comfortable with having sex 

25 and proceeded to have sex?
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 1 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I'm just going to 

 2 object to this line of questioning.  I think it's 

 3 irrelevant, but go ahead.  

 4 Q. I'll tell you why I'm going -- I'm going 

 5 to tell you why it's relevant.  You're accusing 

 6 Mouna Apperson of raping you, okay?  

 7 MR. KERSHMAN:  "Rape" is an 

 8 extraordinarily serious word to use, and that's 

 9 what I'm asking her about, and I want her to 

10 explain her definition of "rape" and explain -- 

11 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Well, I think -- I 

12 think she did explain this situation pretty 

13 adequately -- 

14 MR. KERSHMAN:  -- to me how this is rape 

15 and how there's no other time she was raped.

16 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Nick was driving, she 

17 was a passenger, it was nighttime -- 

18 THE REPORTER:  Sir, sir, you're going -- 

19 MR. KERSHMAN:  This isn't -- you don't 

20 get to testify.  

21 THE REPORTER:  You're going to have to 

22 start over.  

23 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I'm not, but you're -- 

24 you're not asking the question right -- 

25 THE REPORTER:  Stop.  
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 1 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  -- so that's why I'm 

 2 explaining this.  

 3 (Discussion was held off the record.)

 4 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  But I said go ahead 

 5 and answer subject to the objection, so...

 6 MR. KERSHMAN:  And I apologize, Michael, 

 7 for getting a little agitated.  You have your 

 8 objection --  

 9 THE REPORTER:  Which I -- 

10 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I apologize as well.  

11 THE REPORTER:  -- don't have on the 

12 record.

13 MR. KERSHMAN:  Yeah, why don't -- you 

14 can go ahead and state your objection, Michael.  I 

15 apologize for interrupting you.

16 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I apologize as well, 

17 John.  I just wanted to object to the form and 

18 foundation of the question, but, Adriane, if 

19 you're able to answer, please do so.  

20 THE WITNESS:  Can you repeat the 

21 question, please?

22 Q. I'm asking you about other times that 

23 you've had spontaneous sex with other sexual 

24 partners in a location that you weren't 

25 particularly comfortable with, if you now consider 
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 1 that to have been raped by that individual at that 

 2 time.  

 3 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I'll object to the 

 4 form of the question.  Foundation.  Go ahead.  

 5 A. Is this -- the reason I'm taking a while 

 6 is because it's -- I feel like there's a lot of 

 7 things in that question, but I feel like the 

 8 question is assuming that I've had sex with 

 9 someone in a place where I was not -- someone else 

10 in a place where I was not comfortable.  

11 So my answer to the question -- which 

12 your question was would I consider it rape in 

13 instances where I've had sex with somebody else in 

14 a place that I'm not comfortable with?  

15 If that -- because if that were -- the 

16 foundation for rape basically is -- is not the 

17 location.  What makes it rape is I didn't want it, 

18 and I would say that's what it is:  Is that I 

19 didn't want it.

20 Q. You didn't want it.  Have there -- have 

21 there been any other times with other of your 

22 sexual partners that you didn't initiate sex and 

23 maybe weren't even in the mood for sex but that 

24 you had sex with those individuals?

25 A. Yes.
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 1 Q. Is it your testimony then that, every 

 2 one of those times, that you were raped?

 3 A. No.

 4 Q. Why not?

 5 A. So I guess for -- I wasn't initially in 

 6 the mood and then I changed my mind and this was 

 7 like, "Okay, you know, we can have sex," to me 

 8 that's not -- that's not rape if I changed my mind 

 9 and then said, you know, like, "Okay, that's fine, 

10 we can -- we can go ahead and do it," if I wasn't 

11 in the mood initially.  

12 Q.  Have you been, by your own perception, 

13 raped by other individuals than Mouna Apperson?

14 A. Um, I have.

15 Q. How many times have you been raped by 

16 other individuals than Mouna Apperson?

17 A. I don't remember how many times, but 

18 with Mouna, just because it was -- he was pretty 

19 consistent.

20 Q. I'm asking you about other people.  You 

21 said you had been raped -- I asked you if you had 

22 been raped by other individuals that you had sex 

23 with.  

24 A. Mm-hmm.

25 Q. You said yes.  
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 1 A. I have.  Yes, I have.

 2 Q. How many times?

 3 A. Um, at least one.

 4 Q. Can you tell me who that was with?

 5 A. Yeah.  It was, um -- you want the 

 6 person's name?

 7 Q. Yes, please.  

 8 A. His name was -- it was Joey.

 9 Q. What was his last name?

10 A. Wright.

11 Q. Where were you located when you were 

12 with Joey Wright?  Where were you living --

13 A. His room.

14 Q. -- at the time?  I'm sorry, I talked 

15 over you.  Where were you living at the time?

16 A. Where was I living?

17 Q. Yes.  

18 A. Oh, I was living with my parents.

19 Q. In Florida?

20 A. Yes.

21 Q. So this is a relationship you had with 

22 an individual in Florida.  When?

23 A. I think it was 2008 or 2009.

24 Q. What part of Florida was this?

25 A. Orlando.
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 1 Q. Can you describe that incident for me, 

 2 please?

 3 A. I can.  Joey was my boyfriend, and we 

 4 had not had sex before and I had told him I was 

 5 not ready to do that yet, and we were in his room 

 6 and he, um -- oh, I don't know.  Can you hear me?  

 7 Can you hear me okay?

 8 Q. Yes.  

 9 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Yes.  

10 A. Oh, okay.  Sorry.  And basically we were 

11 in his room, we were kissing, and he, basically, 

12 he basically did -- did it and I had felt and I 

13 was really upset and then he said, "Sorry."

14 Q. Were there any other times that, 

15 contemplating this all now, that you would contend 

16 you've been raped?

17 A. Um --

18 Q. Are you currently in a relationship?

19 A. I am.

20 Q. Excuse me?

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. You are in a relationship right now?

23 A. I am.

24 Q. Are you married?

25 A. I am.
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 1 Q. And who are you married to?

 2 A. His name is Homolo. 

 3 Q. His last name?

 4 A. Gonzalez.  

 5 Q. When were you-all married?

 6 A. We got married May 21st of 2018.

 7 Q. Do you have -- have you had any sexual 

 8 experience with your husband where your husband 

 9 has initiated it spontaneously without getting 

10 your permission first?  

11 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I'm going to object.  

12 I think this is improper inquiry.  This is spousal 

13 matters that have no relevance to this case in 

14 that I think she testified that she had verbally 

15 told Mr. -- I'm sorry -- Mouna that she did not 

16 want to have sex, and so I think this location and 

17 this spontaneity is only an aspect of that, I 

18 guess, idea that this is rape or that was rape.  

19 So I just -- and I just think this is 

20 private matters, John.  I'm not trying to be 

21 obstructionist.  It's just -- 

22 MR. KERSHMAN:  Fair enough.  I'll move 

23 on from that.

24 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  -- it's spousal 

25 matters.
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 1 MR. KERSHMAN:  Fair enough.  All right.  

 2 Why don't we all break for lunch.  It's noon.  Do 

 3 you want to just go ahead and do that now?  

 4 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Yeah, that would be 

 5 great.  Sorry, John, I just --

 6 MR. KERSHMAN:  Fair enough.  You're 

 7 doing your job.  Okay.  So let's, yeah, let's go 

 8 ahead and take a break and we'll -- we all will 

 9 meet back 1 o'clock Central Time?  

10 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Perfect.  

11 MS. KELLERMAN:  Do we have to keep the 

12 Zoom open or do we leave Zoom and come back, or 

13 does it matter?  

14 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Mine will be open so 

15 I can readmit you if you want to close it.  

16 MS. KELLERMAN:  Okay.  

17 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  We are going off the 

18 record.  The time is 12:01 p.m. Central Standard 

19 Time.  

20 (Lunch recess was held from 12:01 p.m. 

21 to 1:02 p.m.)  

22 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  We are back on the 

23 record.  The time is 1:02 p.m. Central Standard 

24 Time.

25 Q. All right.  Adriane, I'm going to try to 
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 1 pick up where we left off.  

 2 I'm going to turn back to the 

 3 accusations against Mouna Apperson, and you gave a 

 4 list of some folks that you told about -- about 

 5 those accusations.  I might ask some repetitive 

 6 but just to confirm whether I have those folks 

 7 right.  

 8 There was a Stephanie Aria.  Is that 

 9 somebody that you --

10 A. Uh --

11 Q. Sorry.  Go ahead.  

12 A. So that's not somebody that I listed, 

13 but I do know her, or I did know her.  I haven't 

14 spoken with her in a long time.  I don't recall 

15 directly speaking with her.  She may have heard 

16 about it, but I don't -- I don't remember sharing 

17 -- reaching out to her and sharing about it.

18 Q. What about Suzy Ann?  

19 A. I don't know who Suzy Ann is.

20 Q. A Jessie S.?  

21 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Sorry?

22 Q. Jessie S., like Jessie last initial 

23 being S.  

24 A. Jessie Sequiera? 

25 Q. That could very well be.  You're 
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 1 familiar with that individual?

 2 A. Yes.

 3 Q. Okay.  Is that somebody you had told 

 4 about your accusations?

 5 A. Yes.

 6 Q. And Julia -- Julie, sorry, Julie Setele, 

 7 S-e-t-e-l-e?

 8 A. Yes.

 9 Q. Justine Collum, Column, C-o-l-l-u-m?  

10 A. Yes.

11 Q. Cori Bush?  

12 A. Hm, I don't remember reaching out to 

13 Cori Bush directly.  She may have heard, but I 

14 don't recall reaching out to her.

15 Q. And April Wright?

16 A. Yes.

17 Q. Are you aware that Mouna Apperson' house 

18 is/was known as the Radix House?  

19 A. Yes.

20 Q. Are you -- were you familiar with the 

21 hashtag Occupy Radix?

22 A. Yes.  

23 Q. Have you posted on social media using 

24 the hashtag Occupy Radix?

25 A. Yes.
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 1 Q. Why did you do that?

 2 A. I posted that to show solidarity for 

 3 that -- that movement.

 4 Q. What was your understanding of that 

 5 movement?

 6 A. So my understanding was that Radix House 

 7 was supposed to be -- belong to the activist 

 8 community in its conception.  So my understanding 

 9 was that basically, um, that that movement was to 

10 make the house a house for the activist community.

11 Q. All right.  But you're aware that Mouna 

12 Apperson owned the home, right?

13 A. I apologize.  I had a -- my audio just 

14 changed, my headset.  Give me one second.  My 

15 headset just went off.  Can you hear me?

16 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Yep.  Yeah, take your 

17 time.

18 MR. KERSHMAN:  Yeah.

19 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Sorry, John.  

20 MR. KERSHMAN:  No worries.  

21 THE WITNESS:  Can -- can I get a headset 

22 or would you want me to answer the question first?

23 MR. KERSHMAN:  You can go ahead and get 

24 -- get a headset.  We can take a short break here 

25 for you to do that.  
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 1 THE WITNESS:  Okay.  Give me one moment.

 2 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Okay.  

 3 MR. KERSHMAN:  Mm-hmm.  

 4 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  You want me to take 

 5 it off the record?  

 6 MR. KERSHMAN:  Sure.  

 7 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  All right.  We're 

 8 going off the record.  The time is 1:07 p.m. 

 9 Central Standard Time.  

10 (Discussion was held off the record.) 

11 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  All right.  Ready to 

12 go back on the record?  

13 MR. KERSHMAN:  Yes.  

14 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Stand by.  We are 

15 back on the record.  The time is 1:08 p.m. Central 

16 Standard Time.

17 Q. Adriane, back to the hashtag Occupy 

18 Radix, were you aware that the people occupying 

19 Radix is Mouna Apperson's home that they owned?  

20 Are you aware of that?

21 A. I was aware that Mouna Apperson owns 

22 Radix House.

23 Q. And you were aware that Mouna Apperson 

24 lived in that house?

25 A. I was aware, yes.
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 1 Q. So you were -- you were essentially 

 2 supporting this group that excluded Mouna Apperson 

 3 from their own home?

 4 A. Yes.

 5 Q. And tell me why you thought that was 

 6 appropriate to remove the owner of a home from 

 7 their own home.  

 8 A. So the post that I made that had Occupy 

 9 Radix -- hashtag at Occupy Radix on it was a 

10 posting in solidarity with that movement.  When 

11 Nick created Radix House, it was his idea.  Like 

12 he named it Radix House and said that it would 

13 belong to the community.  

14 When I posted that, it -- it was 

15 basically just being in solidarity with that 

16 movement that would make Radix House a house for 

17 the St. Louis activist community.

18 Q. Right.  And so, I mean, back to my 

19 question --  

20 A. Yeah.

21 Q. -- that -- explain to me how it is 

22 appropriate to support the physical removal of 

23 someone from the home that they own.  

24 A. Well, I would not say that I support the 

25 physical removal of someone from a home or 
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 1 anything like that.  

 2 Q. Was --

 3 A. My understanding -- mm-hmm, go ahead.

 4 Q. Because it was -- you were aware that 

 5 that is exactly what was happening, though, is 

 6 that correct?

 7 A. No, that's not correct.  I wasn't aware 

 8 that somebody was physically removing Mouna from 

 9 their home.

10 Q. Were you aware -- but you were aware 

11 that Mouna effectively could not enter back into 

12 their own home because of this movement?

13 A. No, I didn't know that.

14 Q. And nowhere did -- at no time did you 

15 believe that Mouna would be effectively excluded 

16 from their own personal property?  

17 A. I didn't know if -- if they would be or 

18 not.  Yeah, I didn't -- I didn't have any way to 

19 know that.

20 Q. But did you -- did you believe that 

21 Mouna's property should be -- or should 

22 essentially belong to the community?

23 A. That's what I understood was the concept 

24 of Radix House, from its conception when Mouna 

25 created it, is that it would belong to the 
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 1 activist community.  He said he didn't believe in 

 2 private property ownership.  

 3 Q. Were you aware of Mouna giving ownership 

 4 to the community in any way?

 5 A. I was aware that Mouna told the people, 

 6 who lived there when I did, that the house would 

 7 belong to them, and that, even though they were 

 8 paying monthly amounts, that was -- you could 

 9 consider rent, he was saying that it's just going 

10 to bettering the house and that this house is -- 

11 is for the community.

12 Q. And who all was paying rent, that you're 

13 aware of?

14 A. The people who were living there when I 

15 was there were Mary Bifocal, Laura Calding, Rodney 

16 Brown, and -- who am I missing?  Jessie Simones 

17 was living there.  Isaiah Qualls also lived there; 

18 although, I'm not sure how he and Rodney split 

19 their rent because they were a couple sharing a 

20 room.  So I'm not sure how they did that.

21 Q. Are you -- is your testimony that you 

22 knew that all of those people you mentioned above 

23 were paying rent?

24 A. I -- I guess I can't say I know for 

25 sure, no.  That -- that, I don't want to make that 
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 1 assumption.  

 2 That's what I thought they were doing, 

 3 but I don't have any -- like I can't say I know 

 4 one hundred percent.

 5 Q. So is it possible that none of those 

 6 people you mentioned were paying rent at all?

 7 A. No, that would not be possible, because 

 8 I lived there.  I saw them with the rent checks.  

 9 So, I mean, I don't know every single one of them 

10 always paid rent or something like that, but I did 

11 see that.

12 Q. Did you tell people that Mouna Apperson 

13 pressured you to have sex with them at least twice 

14 a day and put you through hell if you refused 

15 them?

16 A. So -- yes, I -- I did tell people that 

17 he -- he wanted sex twice a day; he was really 

18 upset when he didn't get it.

19 Q. And why did you -- why did you tell 

20 people this?  

21 A. Because it's the truth.

22 Q. Do you talk to people about your 

23 personal sexual relations with your husband now 

24 because it's the truth?

25 A. No.
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 1 Q. Did you tell anyone that Mouna Apperson 

 2 used an Order of Protection to try to silence you?

 3 A. Yes.

 4 Q. Why?

 5 A. Because it says on there itself "I won't 

 6 speak to anyone I know," and that's what I believe 

 7 to be true.

 8 Q. And it's your contention that Mouna 

 9 Apperson had no basis to seek to have you-all stop 

10 telling everybody about potentially damaging 

11 things to their reputation?  

12 A. What I said was the truth, so I don't 

13 think there's any reason to tell me that I -- I 

14 can't share the truth of what I experienced.

15 Q. All right.  So you -- you believe -- do 

16 you believe -- or, rather, do you contend that 

17 it's appropriate for anyone that has an experience 

18 like yours -- or rather perceives an experience 

19 like yours to make statements publicly about 

20 those?

21 A. Well, I just want to clarify that I 

22 didn't make public statements, but if somebody has 

23 been abused or raped by someone and -- then I 

24 would say, sure, I mean, you're allowed to tell 

25 the truth, as far as I'm aware.
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 1 Q. Is it fair to say that another -- the 

 2 individual who might be accused of that should 

 3 have the ability or right as well to defend 

 4 against claims such as that?

 5 A. I suppose so if you think -- if they're 

 6 saying -- if they feel that they didn't do that, 

 7 then they would defend themselves.

 8 Q. And that would be okay, right?

 9 A. If they're being honest.

10 Q. How is it that you can tell, with other 

11 people that you don't know and that you didn't 

12 experience what they experienced, whether 

13 anybody's telling the truth?

14 A. If you don't know them, it's really -- 

15 it's really hard to know who's telling the truth.

16 Q. But you can't, essentially, you cannot 

17 tell yourself, right?  I mean, if somebody else 

18 makes a post about somebody else, there's no way 

19 for you to know the truth unless you experienced 

20 it with them side by side.  

21 A. Yeah, I guess.  How would you know?

22 Q. Is it -- did you presume, because you 

23 have perceived the experience the way you have, 

24 that anyone else -- anyone else at all -- that 

25 were to make any kind of a statement saying 



 68

 1 something similar about the same person, that that 

 2 would automatically be true?

 3 A. Um, I'm more inclined to believe someone 

 4 who says they've had a experience similar to mine

 5 because that's my experience.  So if they have the 

 6 same -- saying the same thing happened to them, it 

 7 makes sense to me because why would I be the only 

 8 one.

 9 Q. Why couldn't you be the only one?

10 A. Because I think it's a pattern of 

11 behavior how you treat people.  I don't think I 

12 would be singularly targeted to be the only person 

13 to have been treated that way.

14 Q. Why couldn't you be?

15 A. I could.  I suppose I could.  I don't 

16 see why.

17 Q. Well, is it -- is it unusual -- let me 

18 strike that.  

19 Did it -- does it occur to you at all 

20 that there's something unusual about somebody that 

21 a bunch of folks are claiming is raping them; 

22 however, there's no police intervention, there's 

23 no prosecution, there's no criminal convictions?

24 A. I would say that most victims don't file 

25 reports, as far as I'm aware.  I mean, I don't 



 69

 1 know.  I can't claim to know everybody, but I 

 2 think that it's less common for people to file a 

 3 report than it is for them to file one.

 4 Q. So, I mean, even so, essentially, you're 

 5 part of advocating for a crowd justice, right, 

 6 circumvent the judicial system of the United 

 7 States?  Is that fair to say?

 8 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Object to form and 

 9 foundation of the question.  You may answer if you 

10 can, Adriane.  

11 A. No, I'm definitely not advocating for 

12 crowd justice or anything like that or trying to 

13 circumvent a judicial system.

14 Q. Well, I mean, I'm going to give you a 

15 very ridiculous hypothetical, but you're familiar 

16 with the Salem witch trials in our history of our 

17 country?

18 A. Very vaguely.

19 Q. All right.  Are you aware that there 

20 were numerous folks up there in the northeast that 

21 were executed because people circumvented the 

22 justice system and presumed they had done 

23 something illegal?

24 A. Yes.

25 Q. Would that -- what -- what if that was a 
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 1 result for Mr. Apperson?  

 2 MS. KELLERMAN:  Excuse me.  I, just for 

 3 the record, I'd object to the -- I don't even know 

 4 what to call that -- illegal hypothetical given 

 5 the fact that there was actually a judicial system 

 6 that ordered those executions, but regardless.

 7 MR. KERSHMAN:  All right.  

 8 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I'll join in the 

 9 objection because I like the objection.  

10 MR. KERSHMAN:  Is that your objection?  

11 MS. KELLERMAN:  That was literally a 

12 judge that ordered the executions, but, okay.  

13 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I need to brush up on 

14 my history.  

15 MS. KELLERMAN:  Sorry, I was just in 

16 Salem around -- for Halloween, or before 

17 Halloween.  

18 Q. But, essentially, if you're advocating 

19 for the -- our justice system as -- and, 

20 generally, so would you agree that the premise of 

21 being innocent until proven guilty is consistent 

22 with the American legal system?

23 A. Yes, according to the legal system, you 

24 are supposed to be innocent until proven guilty.

25 Q. But you're saying you don't advocate 
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 1 that that's appropriate at all times?

 2 A. I do --

 3 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I'll object.  It 

 4 mischaracterizes her prior testimony.  Go ahead, 

 5 Adriane.  

 6 A. I do think that the legal system is 

 7 appropriate, that you should be innocent until 

 8 founded guilty.

 9 Q. But here you took part in a group of 

10 individuals that all claim that Mouna has done 

11 horrific things on a grand scale, is that fair to 

12 say?

13 A. As far as I took part, I made one 

14 Facebook post with the hashtag Occupy Radix.  

15 That's it.

16 Q. So, with that said, do you find it 

17 inappropriate that many folks have made multiple 

18 assertions publicly, that have made multiple 

19 contacts with different people about what they 

20 claim Mouna Apperson had done to them?  

21 A. You're -- can you repeat the question?  

22 I'm sorry.

23 Q. It's okay.  We can move on.  

24 Have you ever asked others for 

25 assistance in vindicating yourself with respect to 
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 1 the accusations?

 2 A. No.

 3 Q. Did you tell anyone that Mouna Apperson 

 4 tried to control you?

 5 A. I -- I think -- maybe not in those exact 

 6 words, but, yes.

 7 Q. And why?

 8 A. Like I'm -- because I felt like that's 

 9 what -- that's what happened in our relationship.

10 Q. Did you tell anyone that Mouna Apperson 

11 -- well, sorry, I already said that one.  I 

12 apologize.

13 Did you tell people that you wanted to 

14 shoot Mouna Apperson in the head with a gun?

15 A. No.

16 Q. Did you talk about chopping Mouna 

17 Apperson's head off and showing it in the streets?

18 A. There was a text that I sent to Mouna 

19 that had something relating to that in it.

20 Q. What was the context of that?

21 A. The context was I was referencing a 

22 Turkish woman who had been -- it was in the news, 

23 and she had been abused, raped specifically, and 

24 she had cut off her abuser's head and dragged it 

25 into the public square for regaining her honor.
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 1 Q. And this is something that you told to 

 2 Mouna that you wanted to do to them?

 3 A. I did not say I wanted to do that, no.

 4 Q. Can you see how that might be scary to 

 5 somebody who was on the receiving end of something 

 6 like that?

 7 A. Yes.

 8 Q. Did you talk about coming to Mouna 

 9 Apperson's house without their consent?

10 A. No.

11 Q. Did you talk to anyone about refusing to 

12 give back your key to Mouna Apperson's home?

13 A. No.

14 Q. Was Natasha Kaminsky working on your 

15 behalf?

16 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Object.  

17 A. She was -- 

18 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Form.  Go ahead.  

19 A. She was -- she was aware -- I mean, she 

20 was aware of what I had said about what had 

21 happened with -- in my relationship with Nick.  

22 So, um, I think a -- I think -- I can't -- I can't 

23 speculate, um, but, um, so I guess I'll say I 

24 don't know.

25 Q. Do you have a Facebook account?
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 1 A. I did.

 2 Q. You no longer have the Facebook account?

 3 A. Correct.

 4 Q. Why do you not have a Facebook account?

 5 A. I -- I deleted my account back in I want 

 6 to say around December of 2017, and it was because 

 7 I was -- it was too much.  

 8 Like the Occupy Radix movement, 

 9 everything with Nick, it was bringing back too 

10 many memories that I didn't want to have, and it 

11 was stressful, so I got rid of it on my -- my 

12 Facebook so nobody could contact me.

13 Q. I want to refer you now to Exhibit 53.

14 This appears to be a screenshot of Facebook posts 

15 or comments that you've made.  

16 Do you see where you wrote on 12/19 of 

17 2017?  It's a -- let's see, one, two, three -- 

18 it's about the fourth one down.  Okay.  She's got 

19 it.  Can you read that?  

20 A. Yeah, I see it.

21 Q. Can you read that?

22 A. Yeah.  It says, "Tasha has been working 

23 patiently for months, quietly asking for support, 

24 very polite, careful in everything she's done.  

25 There's a better way to do this.  I 
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 1 truly don't know how that would happen.  It's a 

 2 simple ask and she's not hurting anyone.  It would 

 3 be really nice to listen to her and talk with her.  

 4 She's been working on my behalf as well as many 

 5 other women."

 6 Q. And is this in relation to your 

 7 allegations against Mouna Apperson?

 8 A. I don't -- I don't remember.  I mean, 

 9 can you tell -- can you show me what the post -- 

10 original post was?

11 Q. If you don't recall, then that's your 

12 testimony.  I'm not -- I'm not trying to trick 

13 you.  If you don't recognize it, it doesn't ring a 

14 bell, or you don't remember.  

15 A. I mean, this -- this is my comment here.  

16 Let me -- so, can you ask me the question one more 

17 time?

18 Q. What you are referring to here, is that 

19 relating to Mouna Apperson?

20 A. So most likely, yes.  

21 Q. I'm going to refer you now to Exhibit 8 

22 and page 25.  Do you see the -- what Tasha is 

23 saying?  Well, let's start at the end of 24, 

24 right?  

25 You there -- up there you -- on the end 



 76

 1 of 24 it says, "Nick -- Tasha's telling Nick has 

 2 been banned from Food Spark," and then after that 

 3 -- excuse me -- it says, "Thanks, Tasha."  

 4 Do you recognize that at all as being a 

 5 message that you were involved in?

 6 A. Yeah, that -- that could have been me 

 7 saying that.

 8 Q. Okay.  

 9 A. It doesn't have my name on it.  That's 

10 kind of weird.

11 Q. Well, if we look above it, then let's go 

12 back to the last page, the previous page.  Sorry 

13 about my voice is gone.  

14 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  It's okay.  You need a 

15 sec?

16 Q. Okay.  That -- do you see all the 

17 redacted pages there?

18 A. I see that.

19 Q. And we could -- I mean, we could go back 

20 to 22.  Well, let's see, 20 -- 23's all redacted, 

21 mostly redacted.  22's redacted.  

22 Is it possible that your messages are in 

23 those redacted sections?

24 A. That's a possibility.

25 Q. And on page 23 at the bottom where it 
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 1 reads "I didn't get far before Nick issued a 

 2 restraining order asking me not to talk to anybody 

 3 that knows him."

 4 A. Yeah.

 5 Q. Do you recognize that as being your 

 6 message?

 7 A. Yeah, that was -- that had to have been 

 8 me, yeah.

 9 Q. One moment, sorry.  All right.  On page 

10 20, let's go to page 20, please.  All the way at 

11 the bottom.  It says, "I'm not" -- do you see what 

12 that reads?  You can read that.  "I'm not sure if 

13 Roya" --

14 A. What?  I'm sorry, yes, I can read that.  

15 It says, "I'm not sure if Roya Massoudnia, who 

16 works for Cori, spoke with Cori Bush about me or 

17 not, but the response Roya gave me was that Nick 

18 had too much influence and money so they couldn't 

19 do anything about it."

20 Q. And then above there, before Tasha's 

21 comment there, it says, "Because I asked Roya to 

22 try to get Nick out of Cori's campaign," is that 

23 something from you?

24 A. Yes.

25 Q. What -- tell me about your conversations 
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 1 with Roya.  

 2 A. I mean, I didn't have a ton of 

 3 conversations with her, but I basically explained 

 4 with her, you know, what had happened in my 

 5 relationship with Nick and -- and so I didn't 

 6 think like he should be a part of Cori's campaign.

 7 So I told Roya about it, you know, to 

 8 warn Cori, but as far as I know, she didn't think 

 9 like that was possible.

10 Q. Why did you speak to Roya to get Nick 

11 out of Cori's campaign?

12 A. Well, Roya was a friend and basically I 

13 didn't think Nick was -- was a safe person, and 

14 Cori was somebody -- she -- I don't remember what 

15 she was running -- running for, but basically she 

16 was an activist, so she was somebody that was 

17 standing up for women's rights and things like 

18 that, and so I just didn't think that -- that 

19 Nick, really, that they would want like, if they 

20 knew what Nick had done, that they would want Nick 

21 working there.

22 Q. Well, what was your understanding of 

23 Nick's -- Nick -- Nick, Mouna's, involvement, with 

24 the campaign?

25 A. I don't know exactly all what Nick was 



 79

 1 doing with the campaign.  I know -- I believed he 

 2 gave money -- 

 3 Q. Did you know anything --

 4 A. Yeah.

 5 Q. I'm sorry, I interrupted you.  You said 

 6 you know what?

 7 A. I said I believe he gave them money, but 

 8 I don't know what else.

 9 Q. All right.  I'm going to ask you to 

10 presume that's all Nick did was give them money.  

11 And when you say "give them money," you're 

12 referring to a campaign contribution, correct?

13 A. Yes.  Mm-hmm, excuse me.

14 Q. So what are you -- what are you asking 

15 the campaign to do with respect to a campaign 

16 contribution that might have been provided by 

17 Mouna Apperson?

18 A. Return it.

19 Q. Why?

20 A. Because you don't want to accept money 

21 from people who are problematic or doing things 

22 that you don't agree with.

23 Q. Do you have any idea whether that 

24 campaign had any system in place to conduct any 

25 type of due diligence on anyone that would provide 
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 1 it, its campaign, any kind of a contribution?  

 2 A. I have no idea.

 3 Q. Do you think it's inappropriate for the 

 4 political campaign and a politician to receive a 

 5 contribution from an individual that -- such as 

 6 what you believe Apperson did?

 7 A. Sorry, that question, so do I believe 

 8 it's appropriate for a campaign to receive a 

 9 donation from somebody who has been emotionally 

10 abusive and has raped women?  I would say no.

11 Q. So did you -- this particular campaign, 

12 Cori Bush's campaign, did you support that 

13 campaign, that politician?  Did you believe in the 

14 things that that person was advocating?

15 A. Up to -- I don't -- I don't remember 

16 everything that they were advocating for, but in 

17 general I did support the campaign, but I don't 

18 remember everything that they advocated for.

19 Q. Why would it matter to you what money 

20 they had to support their campaign? 

21 A. That doesn't matter to me.  That's not 

22 my concern.

23 Q. You just said it was.  You just said 

24 they shouldn't take the money.  

25 A. Well, I was saying that in response to 
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 1 your question of is it appropriate to take money 

 2 from somebody.  

 3 Like if it were my campaign and I 

 4 believed that somebody was donating to me, for 

 5 example, and I believed this person wasn't -- 

 6 wasn't treating women well, then I would decline 

 7 the money in solidarity with, you know, the women 

 8 who had been victimized.

 9 Q. And I may have asked you this or you may 

10 have answered in a different manner.  Do you 

11 believe that the politician is inappropriately 

12 influenced or under-influenced by anyone that 

13 makes a campaign contribution to them?

14 A. So I think politicians can be influenced 

15 by money.  Was that the question?

16 Q. Not exactly, but let me -- let me go 

17 with that.  You think that.  Why do you think 

18 that?

19 A. I think, for example, lobbyists, you 

20 know, they pay politicians to support their 

21 causes.

22 Q. So some -- Mouna Apperson making a 

23 campaign contribution as a regular person, is it 

24 your testimony that they are then asserting 

25 influence over this politician?
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 1 A. I don't -- I don't know what kind of 

 2 influence they had over -- over the politician, if 

 3 any.

 4 Q. Let's take a look at page 4 of this 

 5 exhibit, same exhibit.  On here there's "Speaker 

 6 Redacted," and do you see up there it says, "I was 

 7 told by someone who has power in her campaign that 

 8 Nick's money was more important than my life and 

 9 body, so it's hard for me to hear that Cori didn't 

10 know and she's upset.  She looked the other way to 

11 line her pockets."  

12 This was your statement, is that 

13 correct?

14 A. Yes.  I didn't -- I didn't remember 

15 that, but, yes, that looks like that's me.  

16 Q. Okay.  So the next line there, that's 

17 also your statement, correct?

18 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Which line?  I'm 

19 sorry, John.  "So it's hard for me" -- 

20 MR. KERSHMAN:  The very next one 

21 starting "I'm 80 percent sure."

22 Q. That's your statement?

23 A. Yes.  Yeah, I'm sorry, I was just 

24 reading it, but, yes.

25 Q. So after trying -- and you're trying to 
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 1 get Nick out of the campaign, to the extent you've 

 2 already testified -- and you're saying here that 

 3 they told you that Nick, Mouna Apperson, "had too 

 4 much money and influence to kick out."

 5 A. Yeah, that's what it -- that's, yeah, 

 6 that's what it says.

 7 Q. As you're sitting here today, is that 

 8 really what someone said to you?

 9 A. Not -- maybe not those exact words, but 

10 -- but the general gist, yes.

11 Q. Okay.  But, nevertheless, you have a 

12 statement there that has exact words in it, right?

13 A. Yes.

14 Q. So if someone else, say this person you 

15 spoke to in the campaign, if I were to show that 

16 to them, do you think they might be upset that 

17 that was how you recall the conversation you had 

18 with them?

19 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Objection.  Calls for 

20 speculation, foundation, form.  Go ahead, Adriane.  

21 A. I don't know.  I don't know how she 

22 would feel about that.

23 Q. Do you know anyone else at all that is 

24 of any position of authority in any type of 

25 organization that has stated those precise words 
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 1 to you?

 2 A. That exact words that Nick "has too much 

 3 influence and money to kick out"?  No, I don't -- 

 4 I don't remember if they -- what her exact words 

 5 were.  

 6 So, I mean, people in politics tend to 

 7 say things in a more subtle way.  So I don't 

 8 remember exactly how she told it to me, but that 

 9 was the -- that was the gist that I got.

10 Q. And, again, that's just your 

11 interpretation of it?

12 A. Right.

13 Q. Is it fair to say, if I were to ask this 

14 person under oath, that that's not going to be 

15 what they communicate to me?

16 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Objection.  Form, 

17 foundation.  Go ahead, Adriane.  

18 A. There's no way for me to know what -- 

19 what she would tell you. 

20 Q. All right.  Let's take a look at Exhibit 

21 10, please.  I just got it open myself.  Sorry.  

22 Okay.  And give me a moment here while I find what 

23 I think is the page.  

24 Let's go to page 101, please, and so 

25 here at the bottom Tasha is -- at the very bottom 
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 1 there you can see Tasha Kaminsky's already running 

 2 with your statement.

 3 And on the next page there it says -- 

 4 the next page being 102.  At the top there you 

 5 said, "Adriane is adamant she told Roya back in 

 6 April."   

 7 Now look at Natasha's statement from 

 8 10:52, at 10:52 a.m.  So before that she said, 

 9 "Adriane told someone high in the campaign.  

10 Instead, it became an intense debacle, and I have 

11 no trust for her to actually handle this.  I have 

12 empathy and I don't want to cause her pain, but I 

13 have very little trust.  People in her campaign 

14 knew."

15 Is Defendant Kaminsky's statement here 

16 true?  

17 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Objection.  Form, 

18 foundation.  

19 A. Um, so which statement -- because you 

20 have two highlighted there.  What -- or three -- 

21 four statements.  What statement are we 

22 referencing?

23 Q. The one from 10:52.  

24 A. So all of those are at 10:52.  There's 

25 like five sentences.
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 1 Q. Okay.  Yeah, my bad.  Okay.  The -- we 

 2 already know you told someone.  I mean, well, she 

 3 says "high in the campaign."  

 4 The person you spoke -- you spoke to 

 5 Roya?

 6 A. Roya, right.

 7 Q. And I don't want to get your previous 

 8 testimony wrong, but was it that you weren't -- 

 9 you weren't sure what their role was or -- I'll 

10 let you answer that.  What was Roya's role?

11 A. To be honest, I don't remember what her 

12 role was.

13 Q. Do you -- can you say that they were 

14 high in the campaign?

15 A. I felt -- I felt that she had a close 

16 working relationship with Cori Bush, but I don't 

17 know what -- how high that was or what that means 

18 like exactly.

19 Q. All right.  I'm going to bounce around a 

20 little bit.  I'm going to take you to Exhibit 44.  

21 This is a bunch of messages from Roya, and bear 

22 with me a moment while I get my own exhibit here.  

23 Okay.  Let's take a look at 44, please.  

24 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  You mean page 44 of 

25 Exhibit 44 or Exhibit -- 
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 1 MR. KERSHMAN:  I'm sorry.  Page 40 of 

 2 Exhibit 44.  It just so happens to be 44 pages 

 3 total of Exhibit 44. 

 4 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  That's not confusing. 

 5 MR. KERSHMAN:  Yeah.  

 6 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Or like the 10:52 p.m.

 7 MR. KERSHMAN:  Yeah.  

 8 Q. So let's take a look at the second to 

 9 last message there from Roya.  There Roya says 

10 "And she was very angry."  

11 Tasha says, "'She' being Adriane?" 

12 The next page there, let's look.  It 

13 says, "I'm not sure, I think she wanted to expose 

14 him or something."  

15 And I'm just going to give you a little 

16 background on this.  Okay.  Now, back up to the 

17 previous page, on 40.  It's the -- I believe it's 

18 the second nonredacted message down where it says, 

19 "She was actually upset at me that I didn't do 

20 something as far as ruining his reputation but I 

21 just wasn't comfortable with that."  

22 Does it appear to you, with the 

23 conversations that I showed you, that "she" that 

24 Roya is referring to is you?

25 A. Yes.
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 1 Q. Were you angry that people you told 

 2 about your allegations did not do anything about 

 3 it?

 4 A. Um, I, mm-hmm, I mean, it's frustrating 

 5 to not be like -- if -- if somebody's basically 

 6 like, "Oh, no, you know, I'm not sure, or I don't 

 7 -- I don't believe you or I don't care."  So, I 

 8 mean, you can say that I was upset.

 9 Q. And is that something Roya said to you: 

10 "I don't believe you or I don't care"?

11 A. No, actually she didn't -- she didn't 

12 say any -- she didn't say that.

13 Q. But that's how you -- is it fair to say 

14 that's how you interpreted it at the time?

15 A. I -- I -- I wasn't sure.  I wasn't sure 

16 what she -- what she was thinking or feeling about 

17 it.

18 Q. What were you -- why were you angry at 

19 her?

20 A. So, I mean, I wanted support basically.  

21 I -- what I would have liked, since I thought she 

22 was a friend, is I would have liked, when I shared 

23 what happened, for her to be, "Oh, my gosh, I'm so 

24 sorry," and, you know, like, "Of course, I'll be 

25 there for you, like whatever you need," and I felt 
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 1 like I was met with maybe a little bit of 

 2 skepticism instead, which I thought -- I didn't 

 3 think I would get that.

 4 Q. All right.  Moving on, did you tell 

 5 anyone that Mouna Apperson gave you Stockholm 

 6 Syndrome?

 7 A. I believe I told Mouna that.  I don't -- 

 8 I don't know if I told anyone else that.

 9 Q. Did you reach out to Julie S-e-t-e-l-e?

10 A. Yes. 

11 Q. That's when you were served with an 

12 Order of Protection against you by Mouna Apperson?

13 A. Yes.

14 Q. And why did you reach out?

15 A. Because I was scared.  I needed support.  

16 Julie was a friend.

17 Q. What -- well, first off, is Mouna 

18 Apperson the person who introduced you to Julie?

19 A. Yes.

20 Q. Who is Julie?

21 A. Julie is a woman who lives in St. Louis.  

22 She's -- I believe she's a professor.  She met 

23 Nick on a dating website actually, but then he 

24 told me that he thought she would be a good friend 

25 for me, and he encouraged me to make friends with 
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 1 her, and I did.

 2 Q. And so after you were served with this 

 3 Order of Protection, you reached out to her, and 

 4 for what purpose?

 5 A. For support.

 6 Q. Support in what way?

 7 A. Emotionally, as well as what do I do?  

 8 I've never had any kind of experience like this, 

 9 and I didn't know what to do.

10 Q. Is Julie a lawyer?

11 A. She's not.

12 Q. So you were served with court documents, 

13 correct?

14 A. Mm-hmm.

15 Q. And the first thing that didn't occur to 

16 you about what to do is to contact an attorney?

17 A. I've never been served with -- with 

18 anything before.  I didn't -- I didn't have -- 

19 I've never had an attorney before, so I just 

20 reached out to my friend.

21 Q. At this time are you undergoing any type 

22 of therapy?

23 A. I am not.

24 Q. Have you undergone therapy for the 

25 issues that you allege came out of your 
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 1 experiences with Mouna Apperson?

 2 A. Yes.

 3 Q. And when did you do that?

 4 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I'm going to object to 

 5 this line of inquiry.  This calls for confidential 

 6 medical information of a party who has not placed 

 7 his or her mental or physical matters in 

 8 controversy in this case, and it's pretty 

 9 clear-cut.  

10 I believe that this stuff is not 

11 discoverable.  So I'm going to direct Adriane not 

12 to answer questions relating to any treatment that 

13 she's had or any injuries or conditions.

14 But -- oh, go ahead.

15 MR. KERSHMAN:  I'll just -- I'm going to 

16 certify this question.  

17 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Okay. 

18 Q. Let me ask you this.  You reached out, 

19 in the relatively -- well, I guess it probably 

20 feels like a long time, but I'll tell you -- I'll 

21 say it's a relatively short time that I've been 

22 talking to you -- that you've reached out to a lot 

23 of people for support relating to your experiences 

24 with Mouna Apperson, is that fair to say?

25 A. Sure.
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 1 Q. At what point in time did you reach out 

 2 for support from a professional, a mental health 

 3 professional?

 4 THE WITNESS:  Am I supposed to still 

 5 answer this?  I'm not sure because of the 

 6 objection.

 7 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Yeah, I -- 

 8 THE WITNESS:  You had told me not to 

 9 answer certain -- 

10 Q. Well, let's -- I'll clarify.  I'm not 

11 asking at all about who you -- who you treated 

12 with.  I'm just asking --

13 A. Okay.

14 Q. -- when you first treated.  

15 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I think this is a fair 

16 question.

17 THE WITNESS:  Okay.

18 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  If you feel 

19 comfortable answering it.

20 THE WITNESS:  Okay.  That's fine.  I 

21 just wanted to make sure I'm doing what I'm 

22 supposed to do.  

23 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Uh-huh.  

24 A. So at what point -- what point I reached 

25 out?  I -- while I was dating Nick, I had a 



 93

 1 therapist that I was speaking with and continued 

 2 to speak with after I left Nick.

 3 Q. The therapist that you were speaking 

 4 with while you were with Nick, was that related to 

 5 your relationship with Nick?

 6 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Objection.  I'm going 

 7 to -- I'm going to direct Adriane not to answer 

 8 because this calls for privileged, you know, 

 9 physician/patient/counselor/therapist/patient 

10 privileged information and communications.  

11 So, Adriane, I'm going to direct you not 

12 to answer this question.  

13 Sorry, John.

14 MR. KERSHMAN:  No worries.  I know 

15 you're doing your job.  I'll certify that 

16 question.   

17 Q. Adriane, was a group convened to help 

18 you related to the Order of Protection?

19 A. There were some mediators that were 

20 helping me with that.

21 Q. If you can, help me understand what 

22 you're referring to.  Not only what you mean by 

23 mediators but what this group was doing for you.  

24 A. So there were, I believe, two people who 

25 I didn't know before this.  I believe I met them 
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 1 through Justine or through Julie, but they were 

 2 basically talking to Nick and asking like, "Hey, 

 3 what do you want?  Like how can we resolve this 

 4 without bringing Adriane to court?"  

 5 And so they were basically trying to get 

 6 this issue like resolved without it having to go 

 7 to court.

 8 Q. Let me ask you this.  Was Julie, Justine 

 9 Collum, Veronica Darlene, Ashley Johns, Niles Z., 

10 were those all part of that group? 

11 A. I don't -- I don't recall ever speaking 

12 with the Ashley Johns or a Niles Z.  I don't know 

13 if they ever spoke with Nick.  Julie, yes.  And 

14 who's the other person?  Julie S., and I think 

15 there was some -- one other person you mentioned.

16 Q. Veronica Darlene.  

17 A. Yes.  Yes, I spoke with her.

18 Q. And who among them is specifically a 

19 mediator?

20 A. As far as I remember, I believe a 

21 mediator was -- there was two people that I 

22 remember, but I think it was Veronica Darlene.

23 Q. What was your understanding about what 

24 type of mediator they were?

25 A. My understanding was that they were 
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 1 going to find out, you know, what -- what Nick 

 2 wanted and basically -- 

 3 Q. Yeah, I'm sorry to interrupt you.  

 4 A. Yeah.

 5 Q. When you say "mediator," and it's --

 6 A. Yeah.

 7 Q. I want to kind of get an idea of what 

 8 your understanding of that is.  So when I hear 

 9 "mediator," for example -- for example, I'm a 

10 mediator, maybe some of these other attorneys are 

11 mediators.  

12 It requires a continuing education, 

13 ongoing education, to maintain the designation in 

14 order to practice mediation.  It doesn't mean you 

15 have to be an attorney, but there are 

16 qualifications associated with it in order to call 

17 yourself a mediator.  

18 Do you know whether or not that 

19 designation, in the way that I described, was 

20 associated with any of the people that you 

21 described?

22 A. I don't know for sure if they -- if they 

23 have that qualification or not.

24 Q. And I'm not -- and by all means, I'm not 

25 saying you did anything wrong.  Alternative 
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 1 dispute resolution is -- is a perfectly noble way 

 2 to go.  

 3 A. Okay.

 4 Q. What did you tell that group regarding 

 5 Mouna Apperson?

 6 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I'll just object to 

 7 the form of the question, "the group," but go 

 8 ahead.  

 9 A. So I described my relationship with 

10 Mouna Apperson, including sexual and emotional 

11 abuse.

12 Q. Did you claim that Mouna was trying to 

13 silence you for speaking up about rape with this 

14 Order of Protection?

15 A. I -- that is how I felt, so I may have 

16 said that.

17 Q. Do you recall if they provided any type 

18 of response to that statement to you?

19 A. So I don't -- I don't -- I don't 

20 remember.

21 Q. Did you let that group know that you had 

22 refused to give back your house key to Mouna's 

23 house?

24 A. I don't remember if that question was 

25 asked or -- or not.
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 1 Q. Just bear with me on this.  Why would 

 2 anyone have a reason to ask you something that 

 3 they, like that, that they could not have known?

 4 A. Maybe if, since they were speaking with 

 5 Nick as well, if Nick had brought it up to them.  

 6 Maybe they would have known --  

 7 Q. Okay.  So the question is --

 8 A. -- and I don't know if they knew.

 9 Q. So you didn't -- you did not proactively 

10 tell them that in advance of talking to Nick, 

11 Mouna, is that correct?

12 A. I don't -- I don't remember that.  So, 

13 yeah, I mean, I don't think I would have just 

14 said, "Hey, you know, I didn't give back a key to 

15 Nick's house."  I don't remember.  

16 Q. Have you ever reached out to any of 

17 Mouna Apperson's employers?

18 A. I have not.

19 Q. Have you reached out to any other 

20 associations apart from -- we discussed this 

21 politician.  

22 Did you reach out to any other 

23 associations or -- whether it's political 

24 affiliations, charitable organizations, that Mouna 

25 was associated with?
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 1 A. No.

 2 Q. So I just want to make sure I understand 

 3 a couple other things real, real quick here and 

 4 we'll move on.  

 5 That you believe Mouna Apperson raped 

 6 you during your relationship, correct?

 7 A. Yes.

 8 Q. And did you contact -- ever contact the 

 9 police when that allegedly occurred?

10 A. No, I did not.

11 Q. Did you ever go to the hospital?

12 A. I did not.

13 Q. Did you ask anyone for help?

14 A. Um, I guess --

15 Q. Sorry, did you ask anyone for help 

16 during your relationship at around those -- the 

17 time that you allege you were raped by Mouna?

18 A. I -- I'm not supposed to talk about my 

19 medical, um, so I'm not sure how to answer that.

20 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Therapist?  

21 THE WITNESS:  Right.  

22 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  John, if you want to 

23 reask that question, I think it's fair for her to 

24 answer if you want to make a clear record of that 

25 rather than me saying that.  It's up to you.
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 1 Q. All right.  During your -- during the 

 2 time of your relationship, had you reached out to 

 3 a -- to your therapist at the time about the 

 4 allegations you had of rape by Mouna during that 

 5 relationship?

 6 A. Yes.

 7 Q. And just confirming, you at no time 

 8 after that reached out to the police?

 9 A. Right.

10 Q. Then, despite those allegations, you 

11 told Mouna that you wanted to resume your 

12 relationship after it ended things, correct?

13 A. I don't remember what exactly I told 

14 him, but I may have said something along those 

15 lines.

16 Q. Adriane, are you aware that there's a 

17 recording of a conversation between Mouna and some 

18 other people concerning the allegations against 

19 them?  "Them" being Mouna.  

20 A. I am aware.

21 Q. Okay.  Do you know when was that 

22 recording taken?  

23 A. I don't know.

24 Q. How did you become aware?

25 A. I was told about it after the fact.
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 1 Q. After the fact?  When after the fact?

 2 A. I was told about it I believe in -- 

 3 sometime around maybe -- I think they told me 

 4 around November or December.

 5 Q. Of when?

 6 A. Of 2017.

 7 Q. So do you know -- do you know who made 

 8 the recording?

 9 A. I do not know.

10 Q. Do you know what was the purpose of the 

11 conversation?

12 A. From what I was told, it looks -- it 

13 seems like they were asking Nick to admit that -- 

14 that he had abused Tasha and myself.

15 Q. And why was there a need to record that 

16 conversation, to the extent you're aware?

17 A. I don't know that.

18 Q. Are you in possession of a copy of that 

19 recording?

20 A. I'm not.

21 Q. Do you know if Mouna was aware that they 

22 were being recorded?

23 A. I don't know that.

24 Q. Have you ever been in possession of a 

25 nude video of Mouna?
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 1 A. I have.

 2 Q. Are you currently in possession of such 

 3 video or videos?

 4 A. No.

 5 Q. Have you ever sent nude videos of Mouna 

 6 to anyone?

 7 A. I did.

 8 Q. And who did you send them to?

 9 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I'm just going to 

10 object to the form of the plural of the videos.  I 

11 think they're -- subject to that, Adriane, you may 

12 answer.  

13 THE WITNESS:  Okay.  

14 A. So, um -- 

15 Q. Well, let me back up.  I'll rephrase it.

16 Have you ever sent at least one nude 

17 video of Mouna to someone?

18 A. Yes, there was only one.

19 Q. Okay.  

20 A. Um -- go ahead.

21 Q. And who did you send that video to?

22 A. I sent it to Mouna, as well as my 

23 cousin, Elika, and one of my friends named Diana. 

24 Q. Why did you share those videos?  

25 A. It was only the one video.
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 1 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Objection.  Form.  

 2 MR. KERSHMAN:  Sorry, sorry.  That's my 

 3 bad.

 4 Q. Why did you send that, that one video?  

 5 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Yeah.  

 6 A. So I sent it at the time because I 

 7 thought it was cute.

 8 Q. Did you obtain consent from Mouna before 

 9 sending that video to these people?

10 A. I did not ask Mouna before I sent it.

11 Q. And why did you not obtain consent?

12 A. I didn't think to.  I didn't think to 

13 ask.

14 Q. Was Mouna aware that you were sharing 

15 these videos prior to you doing so?

16 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Objection.  Form.  

17 Video.  

18 Q. Video.  Again, my bad.  I'll rephrase 

19 that.  

20 Was Mouna aware that you were sharing 

21 that video prior to you doing so?

22 A. Oh, Mouna was aware right after because 

23 I took the video, sent it, and then I -- I told 

24 him right after.  So, but, no, not -- not before.

25 Q. I have a hypothetical for you.  If Mouna 
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 1 had a video of you nude and shared it with someone 

 2 without your prior consent, what -- how would you 

 3 react to something like that?

 4 A. Um, I don't -- I think I'd be upset.

 5 Q. As we sit here today, is it fair to say 

 6 that you understand that that is wrong to do 

 7 something like that?

 8 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Objection.  Form, 

 9 foundation.  

10 A. What I would say is that I had -- I had 

11 no ill intent in doing that, and I didn't think he 

12 would be upset just based on how I -- I knew him 

13 and so -- 

14 Q. Is that because at the time you viewed 

15 him as a man and, because it's relating to a man, 

16 it's okay to do that?

17 A. I don't think it's because it's a man.  

18 I think I thought it was just a cute video.  I 

19 didn't -- I didn't really think of it as very -- 

20 like something scandalous or something like that, 

21 and so I really -- I didn't think he would be -- I 

22 didn't think he would be upset about it, and he 

23 never told me that he was.

24 Q. Have you had conversation with any of 

25 the other parties to this matter regarding your 
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 1 allegations against Mouna?

 2 A. Can you repeat that question?

 3 Q. Yes.  Have you had any conversations 

 4 with any other parties to this matter regarding 

 5 your allegations against Mouna?

 6 A. So you're asking if I --

 7 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Prior to the lawsuit.

 8 THE REPORTER:  What did he say?  

 9 MR. KERSHMAN:  He said "Prior to the 

10 lawsuit."

11 Q. I'm asking just -- I'm asking a general 

12 open, essentially, ever.  

13 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Ever.  

14 A. Okay.  Have I -- have I spoken with any 

15 party about this lawsuit, meaning like myself -- 

16 or obviously not myself, but Tasha or Rodney?

17 Q. I'll ask it again -- 

18 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I think (inaudible) -- 

19 MR. KERSHMAN:  (Inaudible.) 

20 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  -- of an accusation. 

21 Sorry.  

22 THE REPORTER:  I didn't hear what -- I 

23 didn't hear what you said.

24 MR. KERSHMAN:  I'll read -- I'll just do 

25 it -- I'll strike all of that.  We'll have another 
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 1 question.  

 2 Q. Okay.  We looked at a couple of exhibits 

 3 here where there's some -- at least some type of 

 4 messaging with at least Tasha, okay?  

 5 So I'm asking you a global question 

 6 whether or not you had conversations with what 

 7 would be Rodney or Tasha, who are the other 

 8 parties to this particular matter, and those 

 9 conversations were regarding your allegations 

10 against Mouna.  

11 A. So the way that I am interpreting that 

12 question is that -- make sure I'm understanding.  

13 You're asking me if I spoke with Rodney 

14 or Tasha about what I experienced with Nick or 

15 what you're calling allegations with Nick, right?

16 Q. Yes.  

17 A. Then the answer is yes.

18 Q. Did you ever discuss your goals 

19 regarding reaching out to various, whether it's 

20 people or organizations or the posts that we have, 

21 of these allegations?

22 A. I'm so sorry, I'm not trying to be 

23 difficult.  Can you repeat that one more time?

24 Q. Yes.  Did you ever discuss your goals 

25 regarding reaching out to the organizations that 
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 1 you had, making the posts, or whether it's a 

 2 support Radix House, whether it was reach out to 

 3 anyone such as the campaign, what your goals were?  

 4 Did you discuss that with the other defendants?

 5 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Object to the form, 

 6 foundation.  Go ahead, Adriane.  

 7 A. As far as -- well, I hadn't reached out 

 8 to I guess -- I hadn't reached out to any 

 9 organizations except if you want to consider Roya 

10 the one person.  I haven't reached out to any 

11 organizations, and then my goals, I guess I never 

12 really like sat down and wrote like these are my 

13 goals or this is an agenda.  

14 I really -- I didn't have -- it wasn't 

15 organized.  I didn't have anything like that, so I 

16 don't -- I don't think I said like, you know, this 

17 is what needs to happen or this is what I want or 

18 anything like that, but I did discuss my 

19 relationship with them.

20 Q. Did Tasha Kaminsky discuss her goals 

21 with you?

22 A. I mean, I don't know what -- what goals 

23 like -- I don't -- I don't remember that, so I 

24 don't remember her saying like, "Oh, these are my 

25 goals" or anything like that.  
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 1 I mean, I know that like I believe that 

 2 ultimately the idea was -- the reason to say 

 3 something is to prevent other people from being 

 4 hurt.  So, but I don't know what, if any, if there 

 5 were like specific goals or -- or anything like 

 6 that.

 7 Q. Will you be satisfied if Mouna lost 

 8 social, professional, or other prestige as a 

 9 result of the allegations you have made against 

10 them?

11 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Objection.  Form.  

12 A. To be one hundred percent honest, like 

13 after December, when I deleted my Facebook, that 

14 was to move on with my life because it was -- I 

15 was stressed with reliving my past.  

16 I don't have anything to Mouna.  I don't 

17 wish anything.  I thought I would move on with my 

18 -- with my life and just recover.  I didn't think 

19 that this would be continuing, and so I don't have 

20 anything for Mouna.  I only wish to not be in 

21 contact.

22 MR. KERSHMAN:  All right.  I'm going to 

23 ask that we take maybe a 15-minute break, and I 

24 can assess where I'm going from here and get back 

25 to you guys.  
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 1 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Okay.  

 2 MR. KERSHMAN:  How about -- what time is 

 3 it?  

 4 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  2:45.

 5 MR. KERSHMAN:  2:45.  Thank you, 

 6 Michael.  

 7 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Okay.  

 8 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  We are going off the 

 9 record.  The time is 2:30 p.m. Central Standard 

10 Time.  

11 (Temporary recess was held.)

12 MR. KERSHMAN:  I am ready.  

13 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Okay.  Stand by.  We 

14 are back on the record.  The time is 2:49 p.m. 

15 Central Standard Time.  

16 Q. All right.  The good news is we're 

17 almost done.  I just have a couple of wrap-up 

18 questions here for you.

19 The first is let's go to the Exhibit 52, 

20 and we're going to go all the way to page 482, the 

21 top of 482, and the top of 482, April 1st, 2017, 

22 18:54:56.  Let's take a look there.  

23 I mean, the first thing I want to ask 

24 you, though, is April 1st, 2017, this is after the 

25 time in which you had reported that Mouna had 



109

 1 abused you, is that correct?  

 2 Adriane, can you hear me?  

 3 THE REPORTER:  Can anybody hear us?  

 4 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I can hear you.  

 5 MS. KELLERMAN:  I can hear you.

 6 MR. KERSHMAN:  Adriane?  

 7 THE REPORTER:  Is Adriane there?  We 

 8 don't have a picture -- 

 9 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Yeah, no, Adriane, we 

10 can't hear you right now.  Did your headphones go 

11 off maybe?  

12 MS. KELLERMAN:  Yeah, I can see her.  I 

13 just can't hear her.

14 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Same.  

15 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  There's not a lot of 

16 background noise.  You sounded -- 

17 THE WITNESS:  Can you hear me now?  

18 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Yeah.  

19 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Yes.

20 MS. KELLERMAN:  Yes.

21 MR. KERSHMAN:  Yes.  

22 THE WITNESS:  I'm sorry.

23 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  It's okay.  

24 Q. Adriane, did you hear the part about me 

25 saying we're almost done, a couple more questions?
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 1 A. I did.  I did.

 2 Q. Okay.  So we're looking at this Exhibit 

 3 52, the April -- top there, the text, April 1st, 

 4 2017.  The question I had is is that after you 

 5 have come out with the allegations you've made of 

 6 abuse to you by Mouna, is that correct?

 7 A. Yes.

 8 Q. Okay.  So right at the top there you say 

 9 "Do hope we can be friends," right?

10 A. Mm-hmm.

11 Q. A couple of -- couple texts down there, 

12 "Can you come over and give me a hug?"

13 A. Mm-hmm, yes.

14 Q. And Mouna's response there is it makes 

15 them uncomfortable.  They love you, but "I don't 

16 think this would be a good idea."  And then is 

17 that Mouna offering some options of folks that 

18 could be present with you-all?

19 A. Yes.

20 Q. But you wanted to meet alone?

21 A. Unfortunately, I did want -- I did want 

22 support from Mouna.

23 Q. I'm -- a couple other questions.  So, 

24 first, did Mouna ever threaten to kill you?

25 A. Mouna told me that -- that he had 
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 1 connections and that he could have someone killed 

 2 and it would not go back to him.

 3 Q. When did Mouna say this to you?

 4 A. It's some -- I believe it was earlier on 

 5 in the relationship.  Sometime in 2016.

 6 Q. And this was specifically directed to 

 7 you?

 8 A. He -- he told me he had that capability.  

 9 I don't know exactly what his intent was.

10 Q. So is it fair to say he did not make a 

11 statement to you specifically that they could have 

12 you killed or that they would have you killed?

13 A. Yeah, he didn't tell me that he would 

14 have me killed, but he let me know that he had the 

15 capability to have people killed.

16 Q. Did you dispute -- well, sorry, let me 

17 take things back.  

18 At the beginning of the lawsuit, when it 

19 was first filed and we entered, you recall being 

20 served with the petition for this lawsuit?  Yes?  

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. Do you remember disputing being served 

23 in this lawsuit?  

24 A. I do.

25 Q. And your lawyer filed a motion on your 
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 1 behalf disputing the validity of your service, 

 2 right?

 3 A. Yes.

 4 Q. And it subsequently turned out that 

 5 there was an affidavit and from the individual who 

 6 served you and that had been dropped, is that 

 7 correct?

 8 A. What?  I'm sorry, I didn't understand 

 9 that.

10 Q. Was the motion that you filed disputing 

11 service, was that dropped?

12 A. I don't know.  Was it?  I don't know.  

13 I'm sorry.

14 Q. All right.  So you, as you sit here 

15 today, are you -- would you say that you have no 

16 recollection of you being served?

17 A. No, I was.  I was served.

18 Q. But so, I mean, you don't really -- you 

19 don't remember?  This was just something your 

20 lawyers were doing and you don't immediately have 

21 a recollection of it?  

22 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I don't think that's 

23 what she testified.  I'll object.  Form, 

24 foundation.  

25 Q. Okay.  So just tell me then what your 
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 1 understanding of that entire issue.  

 2 A. So I believe my lawyers objected to the 

 3 way that I was served, and then I don't -- I don't 

 4 know exactly what happened, but I thought that the 

 5 objection was not accepted and so that's why I was 

 6 served.

 7 Q. All right.  And you'd understand that 

 8 Mouna would have to expend legal fees in dealing 

 9 with that dispute of whether you were served, 

10 correct?

11 A. I've never served people.  I have no 

12 knowledge of how it works or anything like that.

13 Q. All right.  With respect to the motion 

14 filed by your attorneys disputing it, Mouna's 

15 attorneys would have to respond and that would 

16 cost Mouna attorney's fees, just as it cost you 

17 attorney's fees, is that fair to say?

18 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I'll object.  Form, 

19 foundation.  Go ahead.  

20 A. So I guess I thought you -- you're 

21 speaking to me.  Like saying it costing me 

22 attorney's fees.  I -- is that what you were 

23 asking me?

24 Q. I'm asking you would you -- you would 

25 understand that Mouna would have to spend on his 
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 1 attorneys to deal with this dispute of your 

 2 service?

 3 A. I see.  Yeah.  So like sitting here 

 4 right now, I understand that.  It's not something 

 5 that was on my mind at the time.  I wasn't 

 6 thinking, oh, like, you know, Nick's going to have 

 7 to spend money.  I was just not wanting to, you 

 8 know, hopefully be sued by Nick.  That's why we 

 9 contested the service.  

10 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I think the motion to 

11 dismiss speaks for itself and in the court record 

12 and docket and pleadings, but, you know, go ahead.  

13 It's a fair question.  

14 A. Did I answer the question?

15 Q. We'll take what you have, and that's -- 

16 that's good enough.  

17 MR. KERSHMAN:  I have no more questions.  

18 MS. KELLERMAN:  I don't have any 

19 questions.  

20 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I don't have any 

21 questions.  

22 Adriane, you have the right to read your 

23 transcript to make sure that everything's been 

24 transcribed correctly.  

25 You can't change your testimony, but you 
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 1 can identify what I like to call typographical 

 2 type of errors, or you can do what we call waive 

 3 signature, which means you don't need to read it, 

 4 you trust everything's being taken down accurately 

 5 and go on.

 6 Do you want to read or do you want to 

 7 waive signature?  

 8 THE WITNESS:  I guess what do you 

 9 recommend?  I guess --

10 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  There's no right or 

11 wrong here.

12 THE WITNESS:  -- most people read it?  

13 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Most people waive 

14 signature, but it's entirely up to you.

15 THE WITNESS:  I guess -- 

16 THE REPORTER:  You'll still get a 

17 transcript.  

18 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Yeah, you'll get the 

19 transcript.  I'll send it to you, you'll read it, 

20 and then you have to sign something and return it 

21 to me if you want to read or, if you waive 

22 signature, you don't have to send anything back.  

23 You don't have to read it if you don't 

24 want to.  

25 THE WITNESS:  Okay.  Then I guess that's 
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 1 fine.  That's what a lot of people do, that's 

 2 fine.  I don't need to read it.  Yeah.  

 3 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Okay, yeah, we'll 

 4 waive.  

 5 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  This concludes the 

 6 deposition of Adriane Norman.  The time is 3 

 7 o'clock p.m. Central Standard Time.  

 8 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  I think this is 

 9 exactly -- are we off the record?  

10 MR. KERSHMAN:  We're off the record.  

11 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Yes.  

12 MS. KELLERMAN:  I just want an e-tran, 

13 please.  

14 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Teneil, do you want a 

15 video as well?  

16 MS. KELLERMAN:  Not right now.  If I do, 

17 is it just through Archway?  

18 THE VIDEOGRAPHER:  Yeah.  Correct.

19 MS. KELLERMAN:  Okay.  

20 THE REPORTER:  Michael, do you want a 

21 transcript?  

22 MR. BUTTERFIELD:  Yeah, I'll take an 

23 e-transcript, please.  I don't need a copy of the 

24 video at this time.  

25 (Witness excused.)                     
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 1 (By agreement of all the parties, the 

 2 signature of the witness is hereby waived.)

 3  ************

 4

 5

 6
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 1  S T I P U L A T I O N

 2
IT IS STIPULATED AND AGREED BY ALL 

 3
PARTIES HERETO THROUGH THEIR RESPECTIVE COUNSEL, 

 4
AND BY THE WITNESS IN HER OWN BEHALF, THAT 

 5
SUBMISSION OF THIS DEPOSITION TO THE WITNESS FOR 

 6
EXAMINATION AND READING AND THAT SIGNING OF THE 

 7
DEPOSITION BY THE WITNESS, ALL AS PROVIDED IN RULE 

 8
57.03, MISSOURI RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE, ARE 

 9
HEREBY EXPRESSLY WAIVED, AND THAT THE DEPOSITION 

10
MAY BE FILED WITH THE COURT AND BE USED AS FULLY 

11
AS THOUGH SIGNED; PROVIDED, HOWEVER, THAT WITHOUT 

12
LIMITATION AS TO THE SCOPE AND EFFECT OF THE 

13
WAIVER HEREIN MADE, AT ANY TIME BEFORE USE OF THE 

14
DEPOSITION AT TRIAL, THE WITNESS MAY, BY APPEARING 

15
BEFORE THE OFFICER HAVING TAKEN SAID DEPOSITION, 

16
AS AUTHORIZED UNDER RULE 57.03 TO TAKE DEPOSITIONS 

17
IN THIS STATE, MAKE ANY CHANGES IN SAME SHE 

18
DESIRES, IN THE MANNER, AND WITH THE EFFECT, AS 

19
SET OUT IN RULE 57.03(F); AND THAT PROMPT NOTICE 

20
BE GIVEN TO ALL PARTIES OF ANY CHANGES SO MADE.

21

22

23              __________________________________
             /S/JULIE E. STELFOX, 

24              CCR, CSR, RMR, CRR

25
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 1 C E R T I F I C A T E

 2

 3
I, JULIE E. STELFOX, MISSOURI CERTIFIED COURT 

 4 REPORTER, ILLINOIS CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTER, 
AND NATIONAL COURT REPORTERS ASSOCIATION 

 5 REGISTERED MERIT REPORTER AND CERTIFIED REALTIME 
REPORTER, DO CERTIFY THAT PURSUANT TO NOTICE, AND 

 6 TAKEN VIA ZOOM,

 7
 ADRIANE NORMAN, 

 8

 9 CAME BEFORE ME, WAS BY ME DULY SWORN TO TESTIFY 
THE WHOLE TRUTH OF HER KNOWLEDGE OF THE MATTERS IN 

10 CONTROVERSY AFORESAID, WAS EXAMINED AND HER 
EXAMINATION THEN WRITTEN IN STENOTYPY BY ME, AND 

11 AFTERWARDS TYPED, SIGNATURE OF THE WITNESS BEING 
EXPRESSLY WAIVED BY CONSENT OF COUNSEL AND THE 

12 WITNESS, AS HEREINBEFORE SET OUT, ON THE DAY IN 
THAT BEHALF AFORESAID, AND SAID DEPOSITION IS 

13 HEREWITH RETURNED.

14
I FURTHER CERTIFY THAT I AM NOT COUNSEL, 

15 ATTORNEY, OR RELATIVE OF EITHER PARTY, OR CLERK OR 
STENOGRAPHER OF EITHER PARTY, OR OF THE ATTORNEY 

16 OF EITHER PARTY, OR OTHERWISE INTERESTED IN THE 
EVENT OF THIS SUIT.

17  

18 GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE COUNTY OF ST. 
LOUIS, STATE OF MISSOURI, ON THE ______ DAY OF 

19 _________________, 2022.  

20

21                __________________________________
               /S/JULIE E. STELFOX, 

22                CCR, CSR, RMR, CRR

23

24

25
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